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Burkina Faso 


* Campaore Discuss’. Popular Front Policies 
WAFOI26A Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE 
in French Apr 90 pp 148-152 


[Interview with Blaise Campaore, president of Burkina 
Faso, by Mamadou Berry and Michel Ewane: “Cam- 
paore Explains His Kind of Democracy”: date and place 
not given: first paragraph is JEUNE AFRIQUE ECON- 
OMIE introduction] 


[Text] Cautious, he carefully chooses his words, and 
punctuates his phrases with a lengthy smile: “Will the 
constitution be a parliamentary or a presidential one?” A 
chess player doesn’t give away his strategy. 


Along with all those present at People’s House, Blaise 
Campaore applauded when Saidou Alou, the represen- 
tative of the National Movement for the Development of 
Nigerien Society, concluded his speech with this formula 
fraught with significance: “You have your fatherland, 
you shall certainly overcome.” 


No one could appreciate the substance of that statement 
better than the Burkinabe president. For, of the four 
comrades who launched the 4 August Revolution, Blaise 
Campaore is the only one alive today and the only master 
of the ship of state. As a matter of fact, the young officers 
who were going to thrust this country—one of the poorest 
in Africa—under the floodlights of the real world and 
before the judgment of history had adopted the watch- 
word: “Our fatherland or death, we shall overcome.” 


Death got involved in the quarrels, differences, and con- 
frontations of these revolutionaries of the Sahel. It brutally 
cut short the destiny of Thomas, then Henri, and Jean- 
Baptiste. As for the fatherland, it is trying to glue the pieces 
together again in order to continue the fight with Blaise. 
The paradox is that, while abroad people continue to 
regard the latter as the one who eliminated his comrades, 
in Burkina in official circles they will tell you that with him 
the country has given up terror and that the climate has 
become one of detente. They will talk to you of the easing 
of tension and of political openness. 


This man is certainly an enigma and his career a series of 
paradoxes. Those who imagine him to be a hard, cynica}, 
and cold man will be surprised at his simplicity, his 
joviality, the sort of conviviality that is at odds with the 
notion one might have of a distant, domineering leader. 
One expects to come up against the sphinx Thomas 
Sankara used to watch cooly charm the crowds. One 
finds a sensitive person who laughs easily and is very 
mindful of human relations. 


He speaks with restraint. He chooses his words carefully, 
punctuates his phrases by moving his hands with their nails 
clipped short in controlled gestures. Cautious, he only gives 
of himself in part. He 1s attentive. clever, even dissembling, 
like a chess player. Women like to point out his charm and 
elegance. He 1s “beau Blaise,” they tell you. 
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Some people suspect that he has diverted the revolution to 
the Right. He is nevertheless possessed by profound convic- 
tion and unfailing nationalism. The revolution he advocates 
aspires to be a realistic and pragmatic one. He 1s proceeding 
in a methodical and organized way. He 1s not one of those 
who is controlled by his passions or inflames the crow: . For 
him, even a rational approach must be rooted in « oncrete 
action. He has profound respect for people, whom he wants 
to feel are close to him, concerned, involved, and mobilized. 
He mistrusts grandiose theories and elaborate concepts, and 
seeing him surrounded by Marnxist-Leninists and commu- 
nists with whom he shares the making of all decisions as 
equal colleagues is not the least of the paradoxes character- 
istic of him. 


This Calm Young Man Was Not in Any Way 
Predestined for the Military Profession 


Unlike Thomas Sankara, a year older than he. this man 
hates to talk about himself. People are hardly aware that 
he completed his secondary school studies in Dialompo 
in the eastern province of Fada N’'Gourma. He also left 
his mark on the Ouagadougou Teachers Training School, 
east of the capital that is now the Bogodogo State 
Secondary School, where he went to for his education 
and where he was one of the best pupils. Who would 
have thought that this studious, calm. and peaceful 
young man was going to embrace the military profession! 
True, his pronounced liking for sports and the martial 
arts may have influenced his choice. At any rate, he 
graduated with honors and enrolled at the University of 
Ouagadougou. But then his military vocation was 
assured. He joined the Army, forced by circumstances 
rather than by what he wanted. The gifted student 
proved to be an excellent soldier. Quite naturally, he was 
sent to the Interservice Military School (EMIA) in 
Yaounde. There he rubbed elbows with Henri Zongo. On 
his return to Ougadougou, he went into active service, 
serving specifically in the Koudougou Military Region. 
100 km west of Ouagadougou, in the unit that the 
famous “Lion of Boulkiende,” who has now gone over to 
the opposition and sought refuge in Ghana, was to 
command after his departure. 


December 1974. War broke out between Burkina, then 
Upper Volta, and neighboring Mali. Two young officers, 
Blaise Campaore, 23, and Thomas Sankara, 24, led their 
men to the front where they all saw their first action. Others, 
like Henri Zongo, Jean-Baptiste Lingani, and Laurent 
Sedogo, joined them in an underground movement, the 
Communist Officers Association (ROC), the core of the 
Revolutionary Military Organization (OMR), created in 
1978, which launched the 4 August 1983 revolution. 


May 1983. The country was ripe for the revolution. 
Captain Blaise Campaore dug in at the paracommando 
camp in Po, of which he was in charge, 150 km south of 
Ouagadougou following the arrest of Thomas Sankara. 
He organized contacts between civilians and the mili- 
tary, which made possible the 4 August revolt. On that 
day, at the head of his paracommandos, Blaise Cam- 
paore marched on the capital, overthrew the military 
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regime of physician and commander Jean-Baptiste Oue- 
draogo, and put Captain Thomas Sankara in power. 


Antagonism Sets Them Fundamentally at Odds With 
One Another 


But serious differences very quickly surfaced between the 
two historic leaders of the revolution. A charismatic 
leader, but a man who would not stand for aiy opposition, 
Thomas Sankara was convinced that the country could 
only be saved by the creation of an avant-garde political 
party. Unlike him more pragmatic, Blaise Campaore 
favored a vast rally of people's parties. Their antagonism 
set them fundamentally at odds with one another. The two 
camps openly opposed one another. And a confrontation 
appeared to be inescapable. The difference was settled by 
force of arms on 15 October 1987. 


Historians will long ponder the tragic events of that day 
that saw the death of Thomas Sankara and |! 2 of his close 
associates. For most Burkinabes, that was the end of the 
romantic revolution period and its accompaniment of 
shattered dreams and the beginning of the actual devel- 
opment of the country’s production forces. Business- 
men’s restored confidence largely bears witness to this. 


For the present, President Blaise Campaore is making an 
effort to gain the confidence of Burkina’s masses. The 
First Popular Front Congress, which has just taken place. 
was devoted to issues involving the participation of all 
classes of the society in the development effort, which 
will henceforth open the way to their applying them- 
selves. In the exclusive interview that follows, he draws 
conclusions on the congress and explains the Popular 
Front’s administration. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] In your opinion, what 
can be remembered as the distinctive feature of the First 
Popular Front Congress? 


[Blaise Campaore] What seems to us to be essential to 
remember is the popular consensus that was reached on a 
key element of major concern, the proclamation of an 
anti-imperialist course and a break with neocolonialism. 
To consolidate these imperatives, a consensus was also 
reached on formalizing our approach within a legal frame- 
work: that of a constitution. For us, the distinctive feature 
is Our determination to build a Burkina Faso that has 
broken with the past of a country dominated by others. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] You've defined the nature of the 
Popular Front by employing the formula: neither an anar- 
chic multiparty system nor a single party. Can you make 
clear to us and enlighten us as to what the Popular Front is? 


[Blaise Campaore] The Popular Front is not a mathe- 
matical formula. It’s not because we need to mobilize a 
large number of men and women that we've launched the 
idea of accepting diversity in the sociopolitical organi- 
zation of our country. What people must understand is 
that the Popular Front is the result of a struggle for 
democracy, for progress, a varied and multiform struggle 
for greater happiness for our people. 
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We Burkinabes have gone through many politica! 
phases. We've lived with the complacent single party and 
the militaristic, or even fascist single party. We've lived 
with an anarchic multiparty system, an ethnically tinged 
multiparty system, and a multiparty sysiem limited to 
four parties to meet the needs of the situation. It’s the 
failure of all of these experiments that has led us—on the 
basis of the consensus tial 1s evolving among our peo- 
ple—to formulate a new approach to our sociopolitical 
organization: the Popular Front. The latter 1s an associ- 
ation composed of people of different political persua- 
sions and political and mass organizations that agree on 
a platform designed to emancipate our people. 


For us, the single party system is not in keeping with any 
of our people's historical needs. The anarchic multiparty 
system isn’t what we need either to cnable liberty to 
flourish and to build happiness in our country. 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE] The principle of drafting a consti- 
tution was decided on during the congress. What 1s the 
philosophy that it should be based on”? 


{Blaise Campaore] We have a very important political 
heritage, created by our own experience in the exercise of 
our political and individual liberties. We have a whole 
patrimony that ought to constitute the legal foundation 
of the future constitution. What we expect of the latter 1s 
that it may in its general outlines reaffirm our determi- 
nation to consolidate the revolutionary order in this- 
country. That it may create the conditions for the 
exercise of our fundamental liberties, our individual and 
collective rights. This is the essence of i. Now. the 
formulation of the conditions or procedures for relations 
between the institutions, the state, and the citizens 1s 
incumbent on the constitutional commission. The latter 
will be expanded to include a!l elements of the pol:tical 
spectrum, all of the country’s socioprofessional classes. 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE] It’s certainly up to the political 
leadership of the Popular Front to establish the general 
outlines of the constitution. What orientations do you 
hope to provide it with? For example, will it be presi 
dential or parliamentary? 


[Blaise Campaore] Even though I do have my ideas 
about it, | prefer to keep them to myself for now. During 
the congress we wanted to ask activists io stick to the 
idea of a constitution and the establishment of a consis- 
tent, rule-governed life. Our politica! leaders are as a 
matter of fact going to meet within the neat few days to 
work out the general outlines and the terms of reference 
that will enable the commission to organize its work 
under the best of conditions. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] The constitution ts going to estab- 
lish the rules, it’s going to determine the nature of the 
system. There will no doubt be a parliament. Details will 
be provided for electoral procedures at the local level, at 
the legislative level, and for the chiet of state. Inasmuch 
as the Front unites several political organizations, will 
they be able to nominate their own candidates in the 
event of an election? 
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{Blaise Campaore] It's quite obvious that there will be a 
president (laughter). Just as there will be a legislative insti- 
tution. There must be a parliament to provide a framework 
within which the parties and organizations can confront one 
another and support our actions. Each party will be able to 
nominate its candidates for local elections. It’s only natural 
that we will have deputies of different political persuasions 
and from different organizations. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Will the Popular Front continue to 
be open to other parties? 


{Blaise Campaore]} The Front will always remain open. It 
has always been open. There are still parties that are 
outside of the Front. This is the case with the African 
Independence Pariy (PAI). However, it continues to 
have political contacts with us. It hasa’t yet found the 
conditions it needs to participate [in the Front]. But we 
aren't closing the door on it. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] The economic strategy adopted by 
the Popular Front within the framework of its aciton 
program is State capitalism. When this has produced the 
hoped-for results, what sort of economy will it lead to: 
liberal or socialist? 


[Blaise Campaore] To a strong, prosperous, indepen- 
dent, self-sufficient, and planned economy (laughter). 
What are aiming for? (serious). Our objective is to create 
a democratic state. That is to say, a just society, but also 
a national culture resulting from the blending of the 
cultures of our different ethnic populations. That is the 
overall objective of this kind of state capitalism. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] On the subject of state capitalism, 
criticism leveled at the Popular Front asserts that the 
revolution is drifting to the Right. What do you have to 
say to that? And what fundamentally seems to you to be 
essential as concerns the kind of economy that the 
Popular Front wants to develop? 


[Blaise Campaore] We don’t want to develop the Burk- 
inabe economy on the basis of diagrams and concepts. 
We will develop our economy on the basis of our 
realities. What do these realities consist of? Of an insuf- 
ficiency of state resources, of an insufficiency of citi- 
zens —and particularly farmers'-—income, of an insuffi- 
ciency of resources of businessmen, who are after all 
considered to be the possessors of wealth. Based on this, 
we Say that the creation of additional wealth can only be 
accomplished thanks to the development of initiatives at 
the central level, that is, at the level of the state, which 
defines and orients activities to promote development. 
Likewise, the development of initiatives that will come from 
inside as well as outside [the country], but which must not 
jeopardize our fundamental options, namely the revolution 
and anti-imperialism. We think that without this it is 
impossible for us to talk of increasing our wealth or of 
solving our social problems. It is this additional wealth that 
will enable us to resolve these problems. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Isn't it a paradox that, although 
practically all the political parties that are active in the 
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Front and even the clnet officials in your entourage 
claim to be lefists, Marxists, socialists, even commu- 
nists, these ideologies are not once referred to in the 
documents adopted at the congress” 


[Blaise Campaore] What could referring to them do for 
our people? I think that what they want today 1s for the 
State to be capable of resolving these problems. The 
concrete problems of food, water, education.... What 1s 
important to us is to start with precisely the concerns of 
our people, not with knowing to what frame of reference 
we'll turn to find solutions to these problems. Moreover, 
anti-imperialism 1s a fairly reliable frame of reference as 
concerns ideological options. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] Is the principal movement in oppo- 
sition to the Popular Front, the one that takes its 
inspiration from the Sankara movement, capable of 
endangering the Front from inside or outside? 


| Blaise Campaore] We don’t even know where it 1s. Since 
it is not inside the Front, we're not worried about 1. 
You've seen the people mobilizing everywhere. I don't 
know whether anyone anywhere has told you tha! there 
is a Sankara movement in this country. If it’s outside the 
country, so much the better for our people. This 1s to let 
you know that we're not at all worried about it (laughter). 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE] Can you clarify for us the events of 
last December, following which a conspiracy was 
reported and several arrests were made”? 


[Blaise Campaore] At the time of those incidents, the 
Minister of Justice informed the public of a conspiracy 
controlled from abroad, which involved a number of 
actions taken against the revolutionary order. At the 
time, the minister indicated that certain individuals had 
been arrested, Burkinabes and foreigners, in connection 
with the investigation of the conspiracy. Naturally, the 
Ministry of Justice will look into the matter to clarify the 
situation and possible impose anv penalties on them that 
may be necessary. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] As you have stated, there may be 
specific foreign involvements. Are you prepared to go all 
the way to clarify the matter, even '¢ that may be 
embarrassing for some of your relations with neigh- 
boring countries? 


[Blaise Campaore] Burkina is a sovereign country. We 
deal with problems in a sovereign manner. We accuse no 
one. But we'll leave it to those who are implicated in the 
affair to say exactly what happened. If those countries 
that feel that they have been singled out think that they 
can prove that they were not involved in it, we are open 
to any step in that direction. One thing is certain: The 
preliminary investigation will shed light on whether the 
couniries alluded to participated in the affair or not. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] You are acting president of 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States}. In your opening address you expressed the wish 
to see Africans move toward a kind of integration that 
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would take the form of a federation or confederation. 
What warrants such a position? 


[Blaise Campaore] Its an idea that stems from the 
ooservation that our regional or subregional institutions 
(CEAO [West African Economic Community], ECO- 
W AS) are extremely limited. This has had the effect that 
we ve been going round in circles for many years. We 
expend our efforts, our energies, and our billions in vain. 
We're really forced to conclude that these institutions are 
incapable of promoting the process of integration. If we 
take a look at the case of the EEC, it’s true that the 
European Parliament has been an organ for the orienta- 
tion and coordination of initiatives. But it’s also an 
instrument of effective supervision over the execution of 
decisions adopted by the member countries. There is 
nowhere among us a comparable supranational 
authority. Our chiefs of state meet once a year. These 
meetings last one or two days. And then it’s the officials 
charged with implementing projects who exceed their 
responsibilities. 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE] When you see the social agitation 
that has been generated these past few years in the 
neighboring countnes, agitation that is directly con- 
nected with these adjustment programs, aren't you afraid 
lo Negotiate an agreement with the IMF? 


{Blaise Campaore}] Suppose there had been no SAP 
{structural adjustment programs] in these countries, do 
vou think that there would have been no agitation” 
Perhaps it might even have been more violent, more 
serious. The problem with these social disturbances 1s 
that their underlying cause resides in the capitalist 
exploitation and oppression that prevail in these coun- 
ines. | often observe the West, which compares itself 
with our states in terms of wealth, economic perfor- 
mance, or democracy. But what have we gone through, 
we Africans’ What can you expect of countries that have 
undergone five centuries of slavery, colonialism, and 
neocolonialism, who are the victims of unfair trade, of 
being stripped of their resources? What can you expect 
other than problems like these social disturbances’ As 
for me, | think that they have nothing to do with the 
SAP. They are connected with an original situation that 
iS the result of capitalist plundering and exploitation. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE] The countries of East Europe are 
being rocked by upheavals. These crises have certainly 
beer analyzed here in Burkina. What specific conse- 
quences do you think they will have? 


| Blaise Campaore] Consequences for whom? 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE] Why, for the Burkinabe revolution, 
for your understanding, your analysis of what a revolu- 
thonary process 1s? 


| Blarse Campaore] In Burkina, if our revolution has been 
organized within the framework of a front, if we lay great 
emphasis on political and democratic liberties residing 
in the people, it's because, as we see it, any revolution 
must have democracy, liberties, and progress as the basis 
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for a just distribution of the wealth of the society. No 
social superstructure can maintain itself if 1 does not 
have the assent of the masses of the people. Their assent 
and support is necessary. In East Europe they created 
bureaucratic structures to run the society: That doesn't 
work. That's what we're trying to avoid. 


Now, what should we Africans think of all this? We are 
constantly being asked about the upheavals in East 
Europe and the wind of freedom that 1s supposedly 
blowing through the world. What wind of freedom can 
this blow through African countries like ours that are still 
in the grip of capitalist domination? Countries that are 
suffering a drop [in price] oc their raw materials and the 
burden of debt. We would have seen something of 
interest to us in this wind of democracy if it had at the 
same time brought us relief from the burdens we bear. 


This wind of democracy 1s blowing through a world that 
is not ours. We think that 1 will bring West Europeans 
greater freedom to explo other nations. It is of no 
concern to us. 


Cameroon 


* People Said Not Swayed by Fast, West Events 
YOAFO207A Yaounde CAMEROON TRI" UNE 
im French 6 Apr 90 p 1 


[Editorial by Paul C. Ndembiyembe: “The Right Wind" ] 


[Text] The coming to power of Paul Biya in Noventber 
1982 seemed, both in fact and in the collective unconci- 
ous, a harbinger of new hope. The event was expected 
both to exorcise the ills of the past and to help 
Cameroonians forget earlier blunders of which they were 
plainly not proud. It was the birth of a new, great 
historical figure and of Re \ewal, whose proposal to enlist 
Cameroon among those nations aspiring to greater free- 
doms and broader democracy was a fresh, and revolu- 
tionary, breath of air. In other words, the Cameroonian 
breeze began to blow long before all the others now 
taking center stage, although its repercussions “ere not 
as far-reaching. Besides, has anyone ever taken into 
account the efforts made by our countries, in any area 
you care to name? While setting its sights on the uni- 
versal values of freedom and human happiness, national 
Renewal knew from the beginning that it was not trav- 
eling a well-lit road and that it would have to face all 
sorts of obstacles inherent in the historical circum- 
stances, the nature of men, and unpredictable events... 


The life of nations 1s like that of individuals. The datly 
round, the cycle of seasons, and even—it 1s said—the 
successive positions of the stars influence our course and 
dictate strategies. A close look at national Renewal’s 
journey points up a striking phenomenon. Since Paul 
Biya acceded to the highest office in November 1982, the 
“March-April” monthly pair seems to be a time of both 
exaltation and exceptional trials. In April 1984 there was 
the ordeal of the failed coup d'etat, preceded by a 
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dazzling victory by our soccer players in the African 
Nations Cup in Abidjan in March of the same year. In 
Mar-h 1985, the RDPC [Democratic Rally of the 
Ca \ ian People] was formed in Bamenda. In 
Ma 88. the Indomutable Lions were again victo- 
rious in .Ae African Nations Cup. In April 1988 Paul 
Biya triumphed in the presidential elections. And here 
we are in March-April of 1990 faced with new trials. 


This time of seasonal transition has become a special one 
politically. March and April in Cameroon are not just 
months like any other. This year, the vitality of a people 
seeking the best for itself spilled over. Cameroonians. 
who have been mobilized for the last week, are in tune 
with their head of state and with values from which he 
has no desire to stray: peace, freedom, democracy, and 
progress. The people are not mute: they say what thes 
want because they know what they want. Cameroonians, 
even less inclined to amnesia, recall yesterday's horrors 
and face today’s questions with lucidity. They judge and 
assess all opportunities. They prefer necessity to chance. 
They shun ill-considered and unproductive solutions. 


Since the eve of Africa’s independence, the 
Cameroonian nation has often been tested by winds. The 
East wind, for all its historical importance. neither 
disturbs nor intrigues it, because it does not necessarily 
bring all the good things attributed it. As it passes it has 
also—and the facts demoastrate this daily—caused 
instability, exacerbated the economic slump, and stirred 
fraticidal enmities... 


The great popular mobilization of the last few days, while an 
act of faith in Renewal, can also be read as a formal warning 
to all those whose actions hinder the judicious realization of 
that program. The warning is directed both at those who 
speak favorably of Renewal and those who take advantage 
of their positions in different state bureaucracies to work 
against the common good. That is ithe meaning of the 
indignation and condemnation expressed by Paul Biya 
during the last national RDPC council in November 1988. 
We must move beyond slogans and motions, cultivate faith, 
and work more intensively, with greater conviction and 
commitment. 


The definitive lesson to be taken from this popular 
rallying behind Paul Biya is this: in its quest and con- 
quest of a better life, the Cameroonian people do not 
intend to be guided either by Western or Eastern winds, 
but by the right wind. And that is the wind of Renewal. 
It is a fresh breeze shaped by freedom and democracy. 
one that will push the Cameroonian barque toward 
brighter lit and safer shores: the shores of hope. 


* Restrictive Tax Climate Slows Oil Exploration 
WAFO207B Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE 
in French Apr 90 pp 62-63 


[Article by Michel Lobe Ewane: “Oil's Pinch Hitters”; first 
paragraph is JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE introduction) 
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[Text] Oil policy is taking a decisive turn, with ambitions 
shifting back to the production of butane and propane. 


The Cameroon National Hydrocarbon Company (SNH) 
has just made an international bid invitation for the 
assigninent of licenses to prospect for oil in the Douala 
and Kribi/Campo basins. The licenses in question 
should cover nine sea and four land massifs. The SNH 1s 
stressing the fact that the call for bids “follows the new 
government instituted incentives for hydrocarbon explo- 
ration in our country.” 


It «>. in fact, a decisive turn in Cameroon's oil policy. At 
current known reserves and the present rate of production 
(8.3 million tons yearly), Cameroon will cease to be a 
produces in 1995, unless new discoveries are made. Five 
years before this fateful deadline. a reaction on the part of 
Cameroonian authorities was, so to speak. overdue 


Oil prospecting on Cameroon's coasts ground to a halt a 
few years ago. Several licenses were abandoned by the 
companies working them, among them Total's and 
Denisson’s PH33 and BP’s HS7. Truc. two offshore 
wildcat wells—Eif's Hendi and Pecten’s (Shell) 
Kipendja-Masougo—in the Rio del Rey did raise some 
hopes. But the discoveries have proved too small to 
significantly boost the current volume of reserves: about 
60 million tons. 


Tax laws pertaining to exploration, considered restrictive by 
the oil companies, gradually dissuaded the latter from 
pursuing their searches. Most of these companies (Elf- 
Serepca, Total, Pecten, Motul, Shell) wanted to see a reform 
of taxes and of rules for reimbursement of explerat‘on and 
drilling costs, as well as a change in sales sharing. 


To these regulatory constraints must be added a less 
promising geological environment than specialists had 
predicted. “We had high hopes for Cameroon, but we've 
been disappointed by the results.” bluntly asserts Yves 
Romestan of Total. “For us, as for most companies, 
Cameroon is not the current priority in the region. The 
priorities are Nigeria, Gabon, and Angola, where explo- 
ration results have been excellent. In Cameroon we lost a 
great deal of money for pathetically small finds. The 
geological hypotheses on which we based our decisions 
must be completely revamped.” As for the reforms just 
instituted: “We are waiting.” he says, “to learn the 
details. There has been talk of reform for several years. 
This time the government seems to have really decided 
to go as far as possible. That's good. But new geological 
studies must also be done. Well, in the Guinea Gull area 
and throughout the continent, priorities he elsewhere.” 


Total's unambigous stance is worth comparing to the 
position of Elf, which produces three-quarters of 
Cameroon's oi! (6.153 million tons in 1989). True, 
Elf-Sereca has just decided against pursuing oil- 
extraction drilling on its offshore concession at the edge 
of Nigeria’s waters because of the border problems 
between Yaounde and Lagos. But it is continuing its 
searches in the Rio del Rey and Douala basins. Funda- 
mentally, however, Yves Romestan is stating aloud what 
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most companies think without saying. All of them are 
waiting for the oil situation to change here— 
undoubtedly for the better 


Until the new regulations (see boxed material) and recent 
provisions for sharing and management of oil revenue 
were instituted, Cameroon was for many years the African 
country that cut itself the biggest piece of the pie relative to 
the companics. Through the SNH, created in 1980. the 
Slate makes sure that hydrocarbon resources are rationally 
worked and, most important, workec in the national 
interest. The SNH is a holding company that participates 
in joint ventures with foreign companies. 


Thus, in accordance with past provisions, exploration 
costs were split equally betweea the SNH and foreign 
partners (50 percent each), as were new investment costs. 
Sharing of production followed a two-stage progression. 
Initially (production began in 1978) the SNH received 
60 percent of the first 15 million tons of cumulative 
production. This share then rose gradually and, ever 
since cumulative production has exceeded 30 millon 
tons, the SNH’s quota has been 70 percent against 30 
percent for the companies. 


Taxes and royalties paid the state by companies had 
always been calculated so that the state's oil receipts 
equalled 87 percent of total net receipts. The latter 
soared from 210 million dollars to 3.1 billion dollars 
between 1980 and 1985—the salad days of the 
Cameroonian oil industry. 


The SNH contributed 159 billion CFA [African Financial 
Community] francs to the state budget in 1985/86, the fiscal 
year in which production reached its peak. Cameroon sold 
its crude for 29 dollars a barrel in 1984, 26 dollars in 1985, 
10 dollars in 1986, and between 13 and 14 dollars in 1987. 
Between 1985 and 1986, oil receipts dropped 60 percent. At 
the rate of 500 CFA francs a dollar, the total value of oil 
production was 720 billion CFA francs in 1985, 630 million 
of it from exports. Between 1980 and 1988 the oil industry 
accounted for 11.4 percent of the GNP [gross national 
product]. 


In a national energy seminar held last January in 
Yaounde, principal industry leaders took stock of the 
situation and contemplated the future thrust of 
Cameroonian policy in this area. The government is 
persuaded that production will fall in the short term. The 
daily newspaper CAMEROON TRIBUNE, the official 
mouthpiece, recently analyzed the share of petroleum 
royalties in the state budget under the assumption of a 
reduction in the latter. “This item.” it wrote, “can only 
plummet in the current budget.” 


The national energy Seminar was also an ojportunity for 
Cameroon leaders to spell out their ambitions for the gas 
industry. Certainly this sector has, over the last few 
years, also seen drastic revisions in the optimistic expec- 
tations raised by a large liquified-natural-gas (LNG) 
production project. The venture, which would have 
competed with the Nigerian Bonny project, had to be 
jettisoned. Far from throwing in the towel, however, 


FBIS-AFR-90-121 
22 June 1990 


authorities have decided to implement a gas plan. The 
plan makes development of gas for butane and propane 
production a priority. The program will get under way 
with the installation of rigs between Sonara’s oil fields 
and refinery, an investment of 1.4 billion CFA francs. 
Later a plant to convert surplus oil-fuel inio light prod- 
ucts will be built. The plant, estimated to cost 40 billhon 
CFA francs, is expected to be operational by the end of 
the century. 


But Cameroon, whose first distribution plant was inau- 
gurated 21 July 1989, has already become a producer of 
liquified petroleum gas. The plant was built with the 
support of the Canadian group Liquigaz. And 11 1s also in 
collaboration with Canada that two companies for the 
manufacture of gas bottles have been created. Financed 
by the Canadian Export Expansion Company (SEE) and 
the Canadian International Development Agency 
(AC DI), the project cost 17 billion CFA francs. In 
addition, a pipeline between Douala and Limbe (74 km), 
which will transport gas to Sonara to be used for 
upgrading of burner gas. is planned. 


[Box, p 63] 


The “typical contract” drafted by the Cameroonian 
Government offers production shares of 60 percent for 
the SNH and 40 percent for foreign companies. The 
previous split was 70 and 30 percents, respectively. 
Moreover, the new provisions stipulate that from now on 
exploration costs will be borne by the oil companies, 
while costs of development and working of the wells will 
be shared 50/50 between the Cameroonian holding com- 
pany and its foreign partners. The recovery rate for 
exploration, working. and development costs now varies 
with the official price of a barrel of oil. The rate will 
jump from 20 percent (pre-reform), to 30 percent for a 
barrel priced at over 13 dollars, and 35 percent for one 
priced lower. 


To educate companies about these new provisions, con- 
sidered incentives in Yaounde, “promotional drives for 
our basins were successfully carried Gut, and promo- 
tional delegations sent,” said Jean Assoumou, general 
director of SN', recently. “It 1s we who are reaching out 
to investors ana the results are edifying,” he pointed out, 
adding, “We are steering our partners toward other 
promising areas such as Lake Chad, Kribi-Campo, Dyja, 
and Mamfe, whose potential 1s undisputed.” 


Zaire 


Legislative Body Adopts 13 Constitutional Articles 


AB2106174190 Kinshasa AZAP in French 1610 GMT 
17 Jun 90 


[Text] Kinshasa, 17 Jun (AZAP)—The Legislative 
Council met today under the chairmanship of citizen 
Mwamba Maleba, its first vice president. It adopted 13 
Articles of the revised Constitution, namely Articles ?, 9, 
19, 20, 26, 28, 34, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, and 42. Br sides 
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Article 8, which calis for establishing the multipurty 
system in Zaire, eight amendments on not jimiting the 
number of political pariies, suggested by a few people's 
commissioners, were all rejected. 


Article 26, which authorizes Zairians to set up trade 
unions, associations, and organizations, was mad: part 
of the amended constitution by people's commissioners 


during committee deliberations. [W u-ds indistinct} of 


Article 28 stipulate that [word indistinct) has the duty to 
defer.d the national heritage and safeguard national 
unity and the territorial integrity. 


Article 34 deals only with four ins*itutions of the 
Republic, the Presidency, the National Assembly. the 
cabinet, and the courts. Article 36 states in paragraph 2. 
that “the president may chair the Council of Ministers 
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mecting. thus allowing the prime minister to better pla 
his role as head of government. The same article states 
that the president of the Republic 1s the commander in 


chiet of the Armed Forces. In this regard. he chairs the 
High Detense Council 


lf the other articles were casily adopted. Article +2 was 
adopted with amendments using the phrase pul an end 
to, instead of dismiss, Concerning the president's deci- 
sion to relieve the prime minister and other cabinet 
members of their posits. Thus. the plenary session was 
suspended and the adoption of other articles will take 
place during the week. On 18 June. ihe lawmakers will 
again mect in plenary scssion to approve the reports of 
parliamentary committees which went to collect reliable 
data on events on the campuses of universities and 
institutions of higher learning 


Ethiopia 


Mengistu Says Enemy Intensifies Attack 


F.42106198090 Addis Ababa in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GUT 21 Jun 9 


[Text] The fourth regular congress of the National Shengo 
of the PDRE [People’s Democratic Republic of Ethiopia] 
opened here in Addis Ababa today with the report by 
Comrade President Mengistu Haile-Mariam. The Shengo 
session, which 1s taking place at the party Congress Hail. 
will deliberate on defense and security. the country’s 
economy, as well as peace and political matters, and decide 
upon measures to be taken in the light of the objective 
conditions in the country. The Shengo vil also examine 
and approve the 1990-91 fiscal year plan and budget. as 
well as various decrees and proclamations that have been 
issued to implement the resolutions passed by the | Ith 
regular plenum of the Central Committee of the WPE 
[Workers Party of Ethiopia]. 


In his report to the National Shengo, President Mengistu 
said the enemy had intensified its attack, using all the 
resources at its commard and was causing havoc to the 
country both from within and outside. He said that 
ciuzens have to mobilize themselves without delay to 
save the motherland. Complacency. minimizing one’s 
respons:bilities, and looking for (°results) with indiffer- 
ence, said President Mengistu, will not save the country 
from the onslaught unleashed by the enemy to divide 
and disintegrate the country. 


TPLF Agrees To Resume Talks With Government 


F.42006205490 (Clandestine) Voice of Tigray 
Revolution in Tierinva 0530 GMT 20 Jun 90 


[“Statement™ issued by the Central Committee of the 
Tigray People’s Liberation Front, TPLF, on 17 June— 
read by announcer] 


[Excerpts] It is known that the entire Ethiopian people 
have called for the peaceful resolution by democratic 
means of the devastating war in our country. Various 
governments and peace-loving forces throughout the 
world, who understand that there will be no peace in the 
Horn of Africa without a solution to the problem of 
peace and stability in Ethiopia, have been making their 
share of contributions in a bid peacefully to solve the 
problems in our country. 


For its part. the TPLF, strongly believing that the 
problems in our country should be resolved peacefully 
and democratically, mapped out the correct path 
whereby peace and stability could prevail in our country 
at its third party congress held in March 1989, informed 
the Dergue that it was ready to hold peace talks, and sent 
an open letter to the Dergue. It also made continuous 
efforts to bring the Dergue to the negotiating table and 
ensure that the talks were fruitful and produced tangible 
results. [patsage omitted] 
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The TPLF believes that we should make efforts and 
struggiec to take advantage of any chance that might bring 
peace lo Our Country. no matter if the chance 1s as small 
as the eve of a needle. Although the Dergue’s activities 
convince us that peace cannot be reached in talks with 11, 
the TPLF does not give up all hope and still stands firm 
in its peace call. 


If the Dergue withdraws its former stance of not talking 
to the Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Democratic 
Front [EPRDF]. of only dealing with the TPLF and of 
only discussing the Tigray regional problem rathe’ than 
the catire problem of our country. and if 11 1s ready for 
talks with the TPLF as part and parcel of the EPRDF 
and also agrees to deal with the Ethiopian People’s 
Democratic Movement [EPDM] [the EPDM and the 
TPLF constitute the EPRDF]. then the TPLF would like 
to reaffirm its readiness to resume the peace talks in the 
shortest time possible. 


Kenya 


Moi Receives Greek, Sri Lankan, French Envoys 
F.A2006101090 Nawroli KNA in Enelisr 1230 GMI 
19 Jun YW 


[Excerpts] [no dateline as received}—President Daniel 
arap Moi today at State House Nairobi received creden- 
tuals of the new ambassadors of Greece and France and 
the high commussioner of Sri Lanka. Receiving creden- 
tuals of the Greek ambassador in Kenya. Mr. Ihas Kat- 
sareas, President Moi said Kenya and Greece enjoyed 
cordial relations. [passage omitted] 


Receiving the credentials of the Sri Lanka high comrais- 
sioner, Mr. Darsin Serasinghe. the president com- 
mended Sri Lanka for her support to Africa, particularly 
in the struggle for the dismantling of the evil apartheid 
system in South Africa. [passage omitted] 


Receiving credentials of the French ambassador Mr. 
Michel de Bonnecorse. President Mo said Kenya and 
France enjoyed cordial relations. This, he said, was 
demonstrated in the writing off of 250 million dollars’ 
debt to Kenya by France. [passage omitted} 


Somalia 


* Journalist Reports on Conditions in Capital 


YOAFOISGA Geneva JOURNAL DE GENEVE 
in French 15 May 90 p 2 


{Article by Serge Michel: “Somalia's Incredible 
Shrinking Act™, first paragraph is JOURNAL DE 
GENEVE introduction] 


{Text} The Somalian flag bears a five-point star, symbol 
of the five regions of Greater Somalia. At the time of its 
independence. the country had already lost all but two of 
those regions. Today, the government 1s in decay and no 
longer controls anything but the outskirts of the capital. 
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“In the narrow, hot streets of Mogadiscio, the strange 
story of a desperate president is told. One day in a dark 
corner of his palace. the president found a map of his 
country etched on the hide of a wild ass. Suddenly a 
voice from nowhere exclaimed: “You should know, Mr. 
President, that this map 1s magical. [t will grant al! your 
wishes, but will shrink with each one.” Thrilled and still 
incredulous. the president bought 10 residences al! over 
the world and used his magic map for the benefit of his 
family and clan. 


Today, however, the president cannot deny that. 
although he has indeed profited from his power, the area 
of his counizy has shriveled.” 


It us the Italian hotelkeeper who narrates this fable to the 
rare visitor, just before the chapter on the impending 
bankruptcy: He has no more patrons. 


The Mogadiscio cathedral is a huge edifice constructed 
in the thirties under Italian fascism. In an ironic twist, 
the evening mass begins at that the same time as the final 
Muslim prayer, and the cantors try to drown out the 
muezzins in a loudspeaker duel that favors the least 
scrupulous. Mass 1s still celebrated twice on Sunday for 
50 Italian expatriates. When they file out, the faithful 
cluster on the candlelit tomb of Salvatore Columbo, the 
Movgadiscian bishop assassinated 9 July, 1989 after 
leaving church services. 


What exactly happened? Rumors cited a tiny factory 
belonging to the diocese and claimed by Somalians close 
to the president. People still talk of the bishop's abilities 
as a proselytizer. Salvatore Columbo was responsible for 
a few conversions that did not sit well in Muslim circles. 
As for the presumed murderer, he is occasionally pointed 
out to you in the bar of a European hotel—released 
without explanation. 


Yet according to a French teacher forced to remain shut 
up in his house for a week, it was “the government's 
promise of a hefty ransom for anyone delivering the 
murderer that caused the unusually bloody riots of July. 
Islamic circles reacted to the announcement of a reward 
by organizing a series of demonstrations in front of the 
mosques the following Friday, or 14 July These demon- 
strations frightened the government, which feared the 
tribes would also seize the opportunity to revolt. They 
were answered with horrible repression, directed against 
both Muslims and the members of different 1. :bes tradi- 
tionally opposed to the power of the Marchans, Pres:- 
dent Siad Barre’s clan.” 


What was meant as an attempt to restore order produced 
just the opposite effect. Anarchy has been slowly gaining 
in the capital since July. Some opponents even show 
their faces openly, and in cafes political discussions, 
once taboo, are lively. 


If the ubiquitous security agents are letting things take 
their own course, it 1s because they have other fish to fry. 
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Two days of wandering admunisirative halls secking 
permission to leave Mogadiscio. The offices in the 
ministries are cool, often empty. and employees families 
come to drink tea or use the telephoac. which somet:mes 
works. the crucial thing seems to be to sit down. Alter 
that, whether or not the head 1s there 1s nol important 
“Come back tomorrow, he will be here. inshallah.” 
When the chief, responsible for regiora!l security, turns 
up, if 3s to tell me not to leave the capuial. “For a number 
of reasons.” he explains merrily. “we cannot guarantee 
your safety in the other towns.” 


The southern, northern, and northeastern provinces are 
ravaged by the guerillas. while the government arm) 
seems to be experiencing serious setbacks 


In the north and northeast, regular troops still hold a few 
big towns, but the highways and villages are for the most 
part in the hands of rebels of the National Somalian 
Movement (MNS). The latter 1s composed mainty of 
Issag ethinics and has long been supported by Ethiopia 
in the name of the old rivalry between the two countries 
which sparked the Ogaden War in 1977 


My journey ends in Belet Huen. It 1s the last outposi held by 
the regular army, only 150 kilometers from the capital 


Food seems more available here in the south, but troops 
loyal to Siad Barre have nonetheless been roughly han- 
died since the Ogaden garrisons (60 percent of the army) 
went over to the rebels. Currently entrenched near the 
Kenyan border, the latter harass travelers and extort 
money from the population. Yesterday a boy was sia- 
tioned atop the bus to observe the surrounding area and 
warn of ambush. 


The center and northwest of the country are the scene of 
violent combat, often turning to the rebels’ advar 

But no one in Mogadiscio knows the exact stat’ 
war. Everyone, for example, thought Baidoa » 
rebel fire. But I arrived in a calm town. disturb: 
a witch doctor invoking rain. 


nde 
ly hy 


Moreover, the Baidoa townspeople quictly confess that 
the goal 15 not to resist for long on the losing side. There 
iS NO point in dying in a senseless war. Beiter to change 
camps. The progress of the MNS and affiliated move- 
ments is facilitated by the great number of desertions in 
the regular army. It is not rare for a high-ranking official, 
such as Colonel Ahmed Omnar Cheisse, former chief of 
staff of the northern sector, to switch camps with his 
men. Even more common are simple desertions. “A 
soldier who 1s fed up sells his weapons to the first comer 
and goes home,” laughingly exclaims a young driver 
taking a wad of bills from his pocket to show me he had 
been smart enough to get a good price for his gun. This 
practice, which has escalated since July 1989. has had 
the effect of boosting the circulation of weapons and 
aggravating insecurity in the capital, where it 1s comnion 
to hear shots fired in the middie of the day: someone 
setiling scores, or a robbery gone wrong 
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I return to the overheated capital. Just a few months ago, 
Mogadiscio could have been taken for a haven of peace. 
Clubs, hotels, swimming pools, and golf courses sprang 
up like mushrooms under the impetus of a phantom 
Ministry of Tourism that never seems to have the ink to 
authenticate the tourist permits it issues. 


Today, however, the government is completely over- 
whelmed by this ncw state of insecurity. “I no longer get out 
of my car,” confides an Italian resident, “for some of my 
friends have had theirs requisitioned by so-called policemen 
who claim to be acting on government orders.” 


The fears of Westerners soar every time a development 
worker who ventured outside the capital at the wheel of 
his 4X4 returns in his drawers, completely dehydrated 
by two days of walking... 


A former development worker named Raimundo has 
come back to Somalia after two years in Europe. “Every- 
thing has changed,” he says, “but what strikes me most 
are the walls that were not there before. You could see 
the gardens and sometimes the ocean from the street.” 
Now foreign missions, the countless humanitarian orga- 
iizations, foreign residents, and rich Somalians have 
erected high walls, which have turned Mogadiscio into 
an endless string of blind streets. 


“Noolow Siad Noolow”™ proclaim the official graiTiti. 
“Long live Siad.”” Mohamed Siad Barre, former briga- 
dier, took power in 1969 and chose the path of scientific 
socialism for his country, at the expense of the Muslim 
circles that had supported him. This rapprochement 
with the USSR earned him 6,000 to 7,000 Soviet advi- 
sors, whom he expelled in 1977 when the USSR took 
Ethiopia’s side in the Ogaden conflict. At that time 
Somalia had a powerful army, with strong national 
cohesion, and seemed to have managed to forget its 
tribal antagonisms. But the war dragged on intermi- 
nably, and the president tended to favor his own clan, 
the Marehans. Today, the man who told the Italia. press 
that he playeu Ping-Pong every day is 76 years old and is 
often absent for health reasons. 


Standing in contrast to the absenteeism of Siad Barre and 
the musical-chair rotation of his ministers is the activism of 
Musiim circles, encouraged by Saudi Arabia, which builds 
the mosques, tries to promote the study of Arabic, and 
distributes the Koran in pocket paperback form. 


The Islamists have suffered a fair amount from scientific 
socialism and the president's reforms (ban on polygamy. 
the requirement that women be repudiated in civil 
courts, etc.) can only feed their public execration. When 
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the new law on women was enacted, the government 
executed 25 waddahs (religious officials) who had called 
for revolt. 


Besides this Islamic revival buoyed by recession, I see an 
astonishing return to tribal values, that the president 
himself brought on by favoring his own clan. A taxi 
driver of the Darod tribe recited for me by heart the 25 
first names of his ancestors, stretching back 500 years! 
The tribes are the real driving force of the guerillas. 


“The Somalian economy?” The humanitarian- 
organization official who receives me wonders whether it 
even exists. “Two-thirds of the state budget comes from 
Western aid. The rest of it consists of a few tons of 
bananas, bound exclusively for Italy.” 


The family of Italian colonists nerar Brava who invited 
me last week have cultivated bananas in Somalia since 
Mussolini's time. Today they are paid in Somalian 
shillings, guarded night and day by an armed soldier who 
does not budge from their courtyard, and know they will 
be pillaged the first time famine strikes the region. “How 
can quality and quantity be increased under such condi- 
tions?” queries the master of the house, waving the boys 
in white uniforms back inio the kitchen. 


With an exasperated population, bursting into violence 
at the slightest opportunity, at one end of the spectrum, 
a decrepit government at the other, and a few rich 
opportunists who catch the Thursday flight to do their 
shopping in Rome in between, Somalia today is a 
country of the greatest contrasts. The president's will for 
reform for 90 percent of the women infibulated, 
according to the ancient Pharoanic rite. The enervated 
scientific socialist revolution versus the resurgence of 
tribal antagonisms. The wealth of those whe pay the 
equivalent of two months salary to get into the very chic 
“Indian Ocean Club” of the president's son measured 
against the indigence of all the rest. 


The generator of the small airport near the edge of the 
sea was out of order for half an hour and the plane was 
forced to land in .he dark. “Another dirty trick by those 
Ogaden bastards,’ mutters the baggage search officer, 
not forgetting to take advantage of the darkness to pilfer 
a few objects from my bag. 


Yesterday a Western development worker observed that, 
for the last several months, the government has no longer 
dared to organize big parades of socialist youth, valorous 
workers, or heroic soldiers. “It is the end of all ideology 
in the country,” he said, “survival is becoming the sole 
preoccupation.” 


Is it also the end of the regime? “Every day for two years, 
I've been telling myself this is the last one,” he added, 
“but each day Siad Barre has managed to hang on.” How 
long will he be able to resist famine, guerilla warfare, 
corruption, and fundamentalism? 
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‘Weary’ Mandela Cuts Back on U.S. Events 


MB2106152190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1504 GMT 21 Jun 90 


[By Mark van der Velden] 


[Text] New York June 21, SAPA—A weary Nelson 
Mandela on Thursday [21 June] morning had his pro- 
gramme abbreviated with the cancellation of some 
appointments following his ecstatic welcome to New 
York on Wednesday. 


Despite his beaming smile at the crowds, the strain began 
to show on 71-year-old African National Congress 
[ANC] deputy president on Wednesday night already, 
after an emotional ticker tape parade and city hall 
ceremonies, at which he probably shook more hands in 
one day than on his entire overseas trip so far. 


A scheduled dinner at Mayor David Dinkins’ official 
Gracie Mansion residence, where Mr. Mandela and his 
wife Winnie are being accommodated, was cancelled on 
Wednesday night, with the ANC leader remaining in his 
Suite to rest. 


An early morning breakfast at the mansion with civil 
rights leader Rev. Jesse Jackson, was also cancelled. 


Mr. Mandela instead caused slight consternation in the 
tight security ring around him by taking an early 
morning stroll around Gracie Mansion. 


Apart from an address at a Harlem church service, Mr. 
Mandela’s programme for the remainder of the day, 
until the first of two rallies in the evening, were set aside 
by aides under the heading: “no public events.” 


It was understood, however, that a string of meetings 
with representatives of various organisations that have 
campaigned strongly over the last weeks to see him, 
would go ahead. At the Riverside Church, Mr. Mandela 
sat down for his address to thousands of people inside 
the building. 


In measured tones, he explained he had been 
“instructed” to sit down for the speech, and that he was 
obeying “because I am not my boss, and I have to carry 
out instructions.” 


“It looks to me extremely discourteous nevertheless and 
| apologise.” 


Paying tribute to the role of the churches inside and 
outside South Africa in the struggle against apartheid, 
Mr. Mandela said they had been in the front line of the 
battle ever since he could remember. 


“You are our comrades in arms in America,” he told a 
large assembly of clergymen in the church. “A lot of 
propaganda has been made in the past to discredit the 
ANC. and yet it is an organisation brought up in the 
atmosphere of religion. 
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“The religious influence in the ANC has been strong 
right from the beginning; our first presideni, Dr. Dube, 
was a well-known religious leader.” 


On the role of U.S. churches in the South African 
struggle, he said: “You are our comrades ‘n arms, you are 
our brothers and sisters. We feel perfectly at home with 
you because, apart from the importance the church 
attaches to the question of the spirit, they also attach 
great importance to the question of action. 


“It is no use condemning apartheid and talking about the 
realization of the principle of one person one vote, for 
which we are fighting, if one does not consider most 
carefully the concrete methods by which those aims can 
be achieved. I am not surprised that the church here, in 
supporting our struggle, (will) actually furnish us with 
the means to prosecute that struggle.” 


Appeals for Funds for ANC 


MB2206054090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1648 GMT 21 Jun 90 


[By Mark van der Velden} 


[Text] New York June 21 SAPA—A beaming Nelson 
Mandela cast aside the worries of his gruelling schedule 
in New York on Thursday [21 June] to join a sponta- 
neous ““toyi-toyi” [protest] dance and chant in a Harlem 
church service attended by about 3,000 people to reded- 
icate the struggle against apartheid and raise funds for 
the African National Congress [ANC]. 


The 71-year-old ANC deputy president’s swaying and 
foot-shuffles were rather more stately than the energetic 
gyrations of younger supporters, who proceeded up and 
down the aisles while he stayed close to his seat, but there 
was no mistaking his delight as he laughed and smiled, 
raising a clenched fist. 


In his formal address to the congregation, Mr Mandela 
reiterated the ANC’s message that any lifting at this stage of 
economic sanctions against South Africa would be a serious 
political blunder by the West, but also made a powerful 
appeal for funds to support his orgaisation’s objectives in 
attaining a peaceful settlement in his country. 


“One of the most daunting prospects facing the ANC ts 
the reconstruction of our movement inside South Africa. 


“A pre-requisite of this is the repatriation and resettle- 
ment of almost half-a-million people, including thou- 
sands of A.NC exiles all over the world. 


“They need to come home to play their rightful role in 
the creating of a new South Africa. I hope that, as 
ecumenical partners of the religious communities in 
South Africa, you will be able to assist us.” 


Mr Mandela has spoken frequently in recent weeks of the 
need to fund the repatriation of more than 20,000 exiles, 
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but it was the first time he mentioned the figure of 
half-a-million people for repatriation and resettlement in 
South Africa. 


Appealing for generous donations at the end of the 
service, a leding New York clergyman called on the 
congregation to “dig deep in your pockets...make your 
financial contribution sacrificially.” 


Eear\’er in the day, a weary Mr Mandela, who was 
ecstatically welcomed to New York on Wednesday in an 
historic ticker-tape parade by an estimated 750,000 
people, and granted the freedom of the city at the start of 
his 12-day U.S tour, had his programme abbreviated to 
allow for more time to rest. 


A scheduled breakfast with civil rights leader, Rev Jesse 
Jackson, was cancelled and Mr Mandela instead took an 
early morning “constitutional” stroll around Mayor 
David Dinkins *° Gracie Mansion. 


The sudden and totally unscheduled stroll for about four 
blocks, caused consternation among his tight ring of 
security men as a number of threats against his life have 
been received by authorities in New York. 


Mr Mandela, apparently unaware of the fuss his walk- 
about caused, apoligised afterwards with a humble smile 
to the security men, saying: “I’m sorry, I did not realize 
it would cause so much trouble.” 


One television commentator described Mr Mandela's 
unscheduled walk as that of “a typical South African 
tourist, taking in his first sights of the Big Apple.” 


Speaks at Yankee Stadium 


MB2206054890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
OS08 GMT 22 Jun 90 


[Text] New York June 22 SAP.—-A triumphant Nelson 
Mandela donned an American style cap and windbreaker, 
and declared in New York on Thursday [21 June] night after 
addressing a mass rally: “I am a Yankee. 


“You now know who I am,” the beaming ANC [African 
National Congress] deputy president told a wildly 
cheering crowd of 50,000 people, who packed out a 
musical tribute to him in the Yankee Stadium in the city, 
to hear him speak of the end of the anti-apartheid 
Struggle being in sight and calling for their support, 
financial and moral, for the last mile. 


Mr Mandela was completing the second day of his visit to 
New York, still riding on an unprecedented surge of adula- 
tion, particularly from black New Yorkers, at the start of his 
10 day, eight city tour of the United States as part of his 
world tour to call for the continuation of sanctions against 
South Africa Until apartheid was totally gone. 


“Apartheid is tottering; we are on the eve of a great 
victory, indeed victory is in sight. We want you people to 
join hands with us to walk the last mile,” Mr Mandela 
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Said in a powerfully delivered but hurried speech indi- 
cating once again that his programme for the day had run 
Way over schedule. 


“Nothing will stop our date with destiny; we salute the 
people of the world for being there when we needed them.” 


Reiterating the theme of his mission overseas, Mr Mandela 
also said: “Until apartheid is ended neither ourselves nor 
the international community can afford to lower our guard. 
Sanctions must be maintained until there is profound and 
irreversible change in South Africa.” 


“We refuse to accept anything less thun full democracy; 
this does not mean black domination.” 


He said that throughout the ANC’s time, it had fought 
against white as well as black domination. “We have 
fought racism in all its forms.” 


In his wide-ranging speech, Mr Mandela referred to the 
ongoing Natal violence and, placing the blame once again 
for this squarely on the South African Government said: 
“We reiterate our call to the government to stop waging war 
on the one hand and talking negotiation on the other. We 
need the Amrican people’s support on this.” 


On the issue of the ANC’s stance on nationalisation of 
the SA economy and its insistance on a redistribution of 
wealth in a post-apartheid society, he said: “Some form 
of state participation in the economy will be necessary.” 


Repeating his call for financial support from the American 
people for his organisation, Mr Mandela said: “To be able to 
fulfill its historic mission, the ANC must be able to carry the 
masses of the people (in South Africa) with it.” 


Outlining the need to reorganise within South Africa and 
to repatriate and resettle thousands of exiles who were 
victims of apartheid, he said: We need funds: we are sure 
the American people will make their contribution in all 
these areas. 


At an eariier rally, in the predominantly black populated 
Harlem borough, Mr Mandela’s wife, Winnie, making 
another of her sudden spates of public speeches after 
months of virtual silence, cast a strong militant note on 
the anti-apartheid struggle, which was received with loud 
cheers from an estimated 200,000 people who waited for 
hours for the Mandela couple to appear. 


“] greet you all here in the Soweto of America.” she said 
at the start of her call for support for the struggle. 


“We have no reason to trust (President) F.W. de Klerk yet. 
We want to count on you that if things go wrong on that 
negotiation table, we know you will be there with us when 
we go back to the bush to fight the white man. We are not 
alone, and Pretoria must know we are speaking from a 
position of strength; we want apartheid dismantled now, 
and we know you will give us that ammunition.” 


Mr Mandela was on Friday morning scheduled to meet 
leading New York and American businessmen and 
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industrialists for discussions believed to focus on invest- 
ment prospects in a post-apartheid South Africa. 


Later in the morning he was expected at the United 
Nations, where he was due to address a special meeting 
of the UN’s special committee on apartheid, in the 
General Assembly chamber. 


Comments on PLO, Libyan, Cuban Ties 


MB2206061590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0531 GMT 22 Jun 90 


[Text] New York June 22 SAPA—Nelson Mandela cast 
the first sour note of his adulatory American tour in New 
York on Thursday night [21 June] when he stoutly 
defended his African National Congress [ANC] ties with 
Yasir ‘Arafat's Palestine Liberation Organisation [PLO], 
Libya’s Colonel Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi, and Cuba’s 
Fidel Castro. 


Responding to a Ted Koppel television show question 
from a .eading member of New York’s Jewish commu- 
nity, Mr. Mandela explained in blunt terms that the 
ANC was a liberation movement and shared this 
common ideal, particularly with the PLO. 


Jewish leader Henry Siegmond said that while New York 
and America’s wider Jewish community had always made 
clear its abhorrence of apartheid and supported the ANC’s 
struggle to achieve democracy, its support for the PLO, 
Libya, and Cuba “suggests a degree of amorality.” 


New York, where Mr. Mandela has been feted over the 
last two days as a symbol of the struggle for freedom and 
democracy, has a substantial and powerful Jewish com- 
munity, which was dissuaded by the ANC at the last 
minute from mounting strong protests at his visit to the 
city following his much publicised embraces recently 
with Yasir ‘Arafat and Col. al-Qadhdhafi. 


U.S. President George Bush’s administration announced 
last week it had broken off its dialgoue with the PLO 
following an abortive raid on Israel's coast. 


In his reply to Mr. Siegmond, Mr. Mandela, nearing the 
end of another long day, was blunt and almost aggressive 
in his defence of the ANC’s ties with organisations and 
countries which are anathema to the American Jewish 
community. 


“We are a liberation movement in the struggle to eman- 
cipate our people from one of the worst racist tyrannies 
the world has seen. We have no time to look into the 
internal affairs of other countries. As far as we are 
concerned they (indicating specifically the PLO) are also 
fighting for the liberation of their people.” 


In a softener, Mr. Mandela reiterated his recent state- 
ments in Europe that the ANC had never doubted the 
right of Israel to exist as a state. His rider however was 
that the ANC supported the right of Israel to exist 
“within secure borders.” 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 13 


Listing territories Israel has occupied after its wars with 
Arab countries and populated with settlers since, he said 
“these should be returned to the Arab people.” 


ANC Encouraged To Abandon ‘Struggle’ 


MB2106155190 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
2] Jun 90 p 1 


[By Peter Fabricius, political correspondent} 


[Text] Cape Town—The Government has agreed to 
pardon all political crimes—even murder and bomb- 
ings—in exchange for the African National Congress 
[ANC] abandoning the armed struggle. 


This further disclosure of a breakthrough agreement 
reached by the joint Government/ANC working group 
on political prisoners was made by sources last night 
following the release of other particulars on the agree- 
ment published in THE STAR on May 22—such as that 
the pardon could also apply to right-wingers guilty of 
violent crimes. 


It is understood the working group has agreed that polit 1 
offenders—in prison and in exile—should be pardoned in 
phases, according to the severity of their crimes. 


This will coincide with a phasing out of political violence 
by organizations like the ANC. 


The group has apparently drawn up a scale of offences 
from minor to major. Even murder—whether of individ- 
uals or through indiscriminate bombings—is expected to 
be absolved. 


But this can only happen if the ANC and other organi- 
sations stop using or advocating political violence as a 
matter of policy. 


The group reported back to the Cabinet and the ANC 
executive On May 21, but its report has remained highly 
secret. 


The Government has accepted its report, but the ANC 
will give its reaction only after July 10 when Vice 
President Nelson Mandela has returned from abroad. 


Government sources do not expect any problem and 
believe the delay in the ANC’s response is technical and 
not substantive. 


The working group was established at the Groote Schuur 
meeting on the Government and the ANC from May 2-4. 


Its brief was to establish a definition of a political 
offence. This would cover people serving prison sen- 
tences, facing prosecution, or standing trial and exiles 
who could be prosecuted if they returned. 


Several hundred—and maybe well over 1|,000— 
prisoners serving sentences for violent political crimes 
will be released if the working group’s recommendations 
are accepted by the ANC executive. 
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And many more exiles—and possibly fugitives inside the 
country—stand to be granted immunity from prosecution. 


Extremist Plot Against De Klerk, Mandela Alleged 


MB2206065690 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0600 GMT 22 Jun 90 


[Text] The VRYE WEEKBLAD newspaper says white 
neonazis are planning to assassinate State President 
F.W. de Klerk and the ANC’s [African National Con- 
gress] Nelson Mandela. The newspaper says Afrikaner 
Weerstandsbeweging [AWB] [Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement] militants want to kill Mandela at Jan Smuts 
Airport in Johannesburg when he returns from his over- 
seas tour next month. 


The paper's editor, Max du Preez, says his lawyers have 
presented documented evidence to President de Klerk. A 
government source Says police are rounding up a number 
of right-wing extemists to see if there is any substance in 
the report. 


VRYE WEEKBLAD said it’s been told of the alleged 
plans by a former security policemen, Jannie Smith. The 
paper contains seven pages of an affidavit by Smith 
describing the alleged AWB plot. Smith says he was 
approached by the AWB to kill Mandela which he 
declined to do. 


In an incident thought to be connected to the crack down 
on right-wingers, a Boksburg town councillor has been 
arrested and detained by police in Benoni. 


Police Question Suspects 


MB2206090190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0801 GMT 22 Jun 90 


[Text] Johannesburg June 22 SAPA—South African 
Police on Thursday [21 June] detained 11 men for 
questioning in connection with right-wing activities, 
among them Boksburg Deputy Mayor Thomas Johann 
Ferreira, police spokesman Captain Peet Bothma con- 
firmed on Friday. 


The men were detained in connection with alleged plots 
to assassinate ANC [African National Congress] Deputy 
President Nelson Mandela and SA Communist Party 
Secretary General Joe Slovo. 


Further alleged plans were the assassination of MPs and 
the blowing up of dam walls, power stations in the 
Eastern Transvaal, and a football stadium in Soweto. 


Six of the men have been released and five kept for 
further questioning. They may be released on Friday, 
Capt. Bothma said. 


They were detained under Section 50 of the Criminal 
Procedures Act, which allows a 48-hour detention period 
for questioning, after which individuals must be charged 
or released. 
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Capt. Bothma said police had acted on the basis of an 
affidavit submitted by a man who knew about the alleged 
assassination plans. 


“We must follow up and investigate such stories; we 
can’t take chances with rumours of plots where people's 
lives may be threatened. Where necessary, dockets will 
be opened and forwarded to the attorney general.” 


Mr Ferreira was Conservative Party [CP] chief whip for 
Boksburg before he resigned from the CP caucus. He 
now Stands as an independent. 


Buthelezi Condemns Mandela’s Stand on Sanctions 


MB2106111190 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 20 Jun 90 


[Text] KwaZulu Chief Minister Dr. Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi has condemned Mr. Nelson Mandela for his 
stand on sanctions, the so-called armed struggle, and 
nationalization. Addressing the kwaZulu legislative 
assembly at Ulundi, he said Mr. Mandela’s stand neu- 
tralized any hope for negotiations. 


Interviewed by the South African Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration, Dr. Buthelezi also reacted to claims by Mr. 
Mandela that he was involved in projects with the 
government. 


[Begin Buthelezi recording in English] I know that when 
Dr. Mandela talks abroad, he talks about nothing else 
but sanctions. If he’s asking me what I am doing with the 
government, | will tell him that in fact I am concerned 
about the people that have been devastated by the 
violence, and I have talked to the government about how 
money can be channeled in order to try and rehabilitate, 
you know, these houses, and how to rehablitate these 
people, and to try and help them in various ways. 


I'm involved from day to day in this kind of thing with 
the government, because the government, you know, 
controls the common fisc of this country. I have to talk to 
the government, and I don’t know—there’s nothing 
hanky-panky that I do with the government. I have the 
same right as Dr. Mandela to talk to the government, you 
know. As much as he talks to the government, I have the 
same right to talk to the government. I don’t know if it is 
a sin to talk to the government, why it should be a sin, as 
far as Dr. Mandela is concerned, for me to talk to the 
government on behalf of my people. [end recording] 


Soviet Ties Given ‘Guarded Endorsement’ 


MB2106160290 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
21 Jun 90 p 6 


[Text] The possibility of formal links being established 
between South Africa and the Soviet Union has been given 
guarded endorsement by a senior Soviet political figure. 


Aleksandr Dzasokhov, chairman of the foreign relations 
commission of the Soviet Parliament, said that when the 
dismantling of apartheid began in earnest and Moscow 
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received signals (from SA‘ showing a desire to establish 
relations, these signals would not go unnoticed. 


Mr. Dzasokhov was responding to a letter published in 
the Communist Party newspaper, PRAVDA., purport- 
edly from a reader, who wrote about the great interest 
Soviet people take in South Africa. 


According to a report filed from Moscow by the Africa 
News Organisation, the writer of the letter suggested that 
if diplomatic relations could not yet be established with 
SA, then contacts should be developed on a person- 
to-person basis through a Russia-South Africa society. 


In his response Mr. Dzasokhov said the Soviet Union 
had maintained contacts with anti-apartheid organisa- 
tions in SA and was pleased that the ANC [African 
National Congress} and the SACP [South African Com- 
munist Party] had been legalised. 


“This means that we will be able to meet with their 
representatives in South Africa itself.” 


It was possible that Soviet institutions might want to 
find pariners in SA in the future. 


21 June Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB2106124290 


{Editorial Report} 
THE STAR 


Reality of Change Unquestionable—"Can anyone seri- 
ously question the reality of change.” asks a page 20 
editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 21 
June. “Almost routinely” THE STAR carried articles in 
its 20 June edition on the end of the Separate Amenities 
Act, the withdrawal of Group Areas Act cases from the 
courts; the SACP’s (South African Communist Party) 
plans to launch a mass rally on 29 July; “the presence of 
Chris Hani, chief of staff of the ANC’s [African National 
Congress} military wing and another ‘public enemy’, 
Strolling casually around Johannesburg streets”; and the 
reduced sentence for conscientious objector David 
Bruce. “Of couse, there was less encouraging news”, but 
“the overall picture remains one of dramatic political 
change which must eventually lead to a more secure 
future for all South Africans. We trust all interested 
parties, such as the UN mission now assessing the state 
of South Africa, are taking note.” 


Government Must Keep Labor Relations on ‘Even 
Keel’—A second editorial on the same page reads: “The 
Labour Relations Act has cost the country millions of 
rands in work disruptions and stayaways since its intro- 
duction in 1988. It failed dismally to create an atmo- 
sphere conducive to good labour relations. So it was a 
major breakthrough when unions and employers reached 
agreement about the removal or amendment of certain 
clauses. Now the Government claims that it cannot 
introduce those amendments before Parliament rises 
this week because about 80 objections have been 
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received since the draft amendment bill was published in 
May. Yet when the legisiation was first introduced, very 
little attention was given to objections raised by unions. 
As the NUM’s [National Union of Mine Workers] Cyril 
Ramaphosa says, if employers and employees agree on 
terms and conditions in their mutual interest, the State 
has no right to refuse to put those terms into law. 
Minister of Labour Eli Louw says he must look at the 
national interest—labour law must be carefully consid- 
ered. In these uneasy times, it is vital for the Govern- 
ment to help keep labour relations on an even keel. Isn't 
urgency in the national interest?” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Louw To Blame for ‘Looming’ Labor Confrontation— 
“Preparing for the ‘new South Africa—as government 
leaders like F.W. de Klerk, Gerrit Viljoen, Pik Botha and 
Barend du Plessis are obviously fully aware—requires a 
sensitive, fair and constructive approach.” points out a 
page 8 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 21 June. “Some of their colleagues seem less 
prepared for what is required of them. If they are not up 
to it, but are seen as deserving a Cabinet post because of 
past loyalty, they should be given a portfolio like. per- 
haps, Water Affairs. where sensitivity to the immediate 
political climate is not vital to the job. Manpower 
Minister Eli Louw seems a good case in point, given his 
lamentable handling of the Labour Relations Act issue.” 
“Three months ago we commented that the process of 
resolving the conflict over the Act was something of a 
dress rehearsal for the larger process of political negoti- 
ation into which South Africa is entering. That point 
seems to have been completely lost on the Minister 
responsible for manpower matters. It 1s nonsense to 
argue time 1s an insoluble contraint when, less than two 
months ago, a critical Bill on indemnity for exiles was 
translated into law within days. Even less credible is to 
argue for the need for greater consensus, simply because 
SACCOLA [South African Consultative Commitice on 
Labor Affairs] represents ‘only’ 60,000 employers.” “A 
confrontation is looming, which President de Klerk 1s 
now personally trying to avert. Had Louw been more 
politically alert, it could have been avoided altogether.” 


‘Turnaround’ Reveals Threat From ‘New Revolutionar- 
ies’ —A second editorial on the same page reads: “Even 
those sceptical about the extent of change in South 
Africa must have been struck by the extraordinary turn- 
around represented by the circumstances this week of 
two people at opposite ends of the political spectrum— 
Chris Hani and Piet Rudolph. Hani, head of the ANC’s 
military wing Umkhonto we Sizwe, is moving freely in 
Johannesburg while he is here for a meeting of the 
organisation’s national executive. He is quoted as 
repeating the ANC’s line that ‘the armed struggle will 
continue’. Not long ago Hani was on the police list of 
most wanted left-wing extremists. While Hani goes sight- 
seeing, the SAP [South African Police] has posted a 
R{Rand] 50,000 reward for information leading to the 
arrest of right-wing extremist Rudolph, who 1s urging the 
violent overthrow of the government. President de 
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Klerk, having unbanned the liberation movements, and 
allowed the SA Communist Party complete political 
freedom, is now the target of dangerous right-wing anger. 
The ANC, which demands evidence of ‘irreversible 
change’ before easing its hardline position, must surely 
agree reform has long passed the point of no return. The 
President's immediate task ist’ ~~nvince his own people 
that the negotiation path can produce an acceptable 
constitutional compromise. If this is made impossible 
for him, South Africans could see their country 
becoming hostage to the new revolutionaries.” 


THE CITIZEN 


White Uprising Impossible—“The transition to a post- 
apartheid society is difficult and dangerous enough” 
without “trigger-happy”™ people like right wing fugitive Piet 
Rudolph, notes a page 6 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English on 20 June. “The truth is that even if 
there is a Black government, or a government predomi- 
nantly Black, the White extremists will not be able to 
succeed in toppling it, since it would be the legitimate 
government, formed under a new constitution, and all loyal 
South Africans will have to accept it as such.” “Let all who 
talk of armed resistance, of coups and of rebellion under- 
stand that there can be no uprising by Whites, since the 
forces at the disposal of the state are too strong for insur- 
rection to succeed.” “Let them look at the ANC freedom 
struggle. The ANC has failed to overthrow the existing 
order, despite its bloody acts of terrorism and other forms of 
violence. There ts no victory through the barrel of the gun 
for Whites any more than there was for Blacks. And let there 
be no mistake about this: There can be no winners if, in the 
unlikely event, this country ended up in a race war. Just look 
at Lebanon and see how civil war can only bring vast 
destruction and misery. We have to have a solution that not 
only the Blacks but the majority of Whites will accept—and 
the ANC, foreign governments that support the ANC, and 
others had better understand that this is so. For the alter- 
native, if it came about, is too ghastly to contempi_ie.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Democratic Party ‘Only Genuinely Liberal Party’—*'It ts 
understandable that the Democratic Party, still smarting 
from its massive loss of votes in the Umlazi by-election, 
should be in a state of introspection,” observes a page 4 
editorial in C ~pe Town CAPE TIMES in English on 19 
June. “Perhaps it should take heart from the fact that it 
is still the only genuinely liberal party in the House of 
Assembly, if not in Parliament as a whole. It is funda- 
mentally committed to the protection and maintenance 
of civil rights, in a way that the NP, still getting used to 
the idea, is not. And in this sense it represents the 
interests of all South Africans, irrespective of whether 
they vote DP. It is essential, therefore, that the DP and 
what it stands for should be represented at the negoti- 
ating table. It has a distinct identity. South Africa would 
be the poorer without it.” 


De Klerk Needs ‘Symbolic Announcement’ on European 
Sanctions—A second editorial on the same page reads: 
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“While it is gratifying that this country has had is first 
official visit from a French minister of state for 15 years, 
it is less than gratifying that President Mitterrand’s 
emiss ary, Secretary of State Bernard Kouchner, brought 
with (11m a message that French sanctions against South 
Africa are to stay—until ‘real negotiations’ are under 
wa’. it France and her fellow members of the European 
Economic Community were to take a more positive 
position, apnouncing the abandonment of sanctions at 
next week’s EEC summit meeting, the negotiating pro- 
cess could only benefit. The sanctions issue is becoming 
marginal. Yet an EEC decision to scrap sanctions now 
would have enormous symbolic significance. It would 
give due recognition to the great strides which have been 
made by President de Kierk in moving away from 
apartheid toward a negotiated solution. It would greatly 
strengthen President de Klerk in the white community in 
the face of a resurgence on his right wing. Unhappily, 
and with some notable exceptions such as the Thatcher 
government in Britain, European opinion remains per- 
suaded that the formal abandonment of sanctions at this 
point would disturb the pre-iegotiation equilibrium. 
This is a mistaken view, we believe, as sanctions pressure 
have already greatly eased. A symbolic announcement of 
their de jure cancellation would greatly emboiden a 
somewhat apprehensive white community and 
strengthen President de Klerk as a reforming president. 
The best, if rather unlikely, course would be for Mr 
Nelson Mandela to take the lead himself, pre-empting 
the EEC and calling \or an end to sanctions forthwith as 
a gesture to hasten the advent of peace.” 


22 June Press Review on Current Problems, issues 
MB2206115490 


[Editorial Report] 
THE STAR 


ANC Time for ‘Playing Games’ Over—Constitutional 
Planning and Development Minister Gerrit Viljoen’s 
“call to the ANC [African National Congress] to stop 
dragging its feet and help the Government in its pursuit 
of a negotiated political settlement emphasises official 
concern about recent developments,” remarks Johannes- 
burg THE STAR in English on 22 June in a page 12 
editorial. “Pretoria has demonstrated urgency in trying 
to reach a settlement. That it has moved with such speed 
has perhaps created problems for the ANC, which has 
had to keep responding to fresh initiatives. And yet, even 
accepting that the ANC needs ume to establish its 
Organisation structures within the country—and that it, 
too, has a constituency to take with it—it still needs to 
try to match this urgency.” THE STAR does not “suggest 
that the ANC should, without proper consideration, 
accept anything the Government offers. But the fact is 
that it has accepted the principle of a negotiated settle- 
ment and, as Mr. de Klerk has said, the time for playing 
games 1s over.” 


Criticism of Group Areas Inspectors—A second editorial 
on the same page likens the government bureaucracy to 
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“a Caterpillar whose rear end takes tine ( catch up with 
what the head 1s doing.” But “that is really no excuse for 
the bizarre situation of the special Group Areas inspec- 
tors who are ‘carrying on as usual’. No matter that the 
Act is destined for the scrapheap; no matter that group 
areas prosecutions are being dropped. these 45 or 50 
officials are still on the state payroi| to monitor com- 
plaints and investigate contraventions of the Act.” They 
should “be quietly got rid of.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Mandela Tries To Keep ‘Sense of Proportion’ —Nelson 
Mandela “deserves” the adulation he is getting in the 
United States, “even if some of it is a bit Uverstated.” 
affirms Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 22 
June in a page 8 editorial. “Showered in ticker-tape and 
adjectives, Mandela is doing more than his idolisers to 
keep his head and his sense of proportion. He may be 
cheered when he calls for sanctions, and for money to 
educate South Africans in Zambia, but it’s left to him to 
remind the fawning crowds that he is free because 
another man decided to change political course.” Man- 
dela will “serve his country best if he listens to all views, 
including those urging him to start now in seeking the 
prosperity he believes 1s assured.” 


SOWETAN 


Government To Do ‘A Lot More’ To End Apartheid— 
Although the government's “willingness to do something 
about apartheid has been demonstrated,” “‘a lot more still 
has to be done,” claims Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English on 22 June in a page 6 editorial. “Mandela has 
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made it clear that sanctions should be maintained. He said 
that sanctions had been introduced to help dismantle 
apartheid and make sure that every South African, black 
and white is ab'e to determine his own future. If i 1s 
true—as we believe it is—that it is because of sanctions 
that some measure of change has been taking place in the 
last four months, then the argument for the immediate 
lifting of sanctions is not convincing.” “U.S. President 
George Bush said while he saluted Mr. F.W. ¢e Klerk for 
what he had done, he thought there were still a few things 
that needed to be done before America could consider 
lifting sanctions against South Africa. On this he agrees 
with Mandela even before their nieeting. When he does 
take a decision he has to remember how the American 
public has embraced Mandela, indicating their support for 
him and what he stands for.” 


NEW NATION 


Government Faces Mass Worker Action—Johannesburg 
NEW NATION in English for 22-28 June in its page 6 
editorial refers to F.W. de Klerk echoing his manpower 
minister's decision “not to give legislative effect to an 
agreement between workers and employers that had 
been worked out through painstaking talks over two 
years.” De Klerk’s decision has generated “cause for 
serious concern” because it could “spark another round 
of industrial action,” and because “of the political sig- 
nals that it sends out to those that he wishes to negotiate 
with.” NEW NATION warns “it will be an error to 
ignore the real constituency outside parliament—the 
millions of workers. If he does, mass action, which has 
forced him to enter the arena of political negotiations, 
will once again be a legitimate response.” 
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Mauritius 


* PM Responds to No-Confidence Motion 


GOAFULU44A Port Louis LE MAURICIEN 
in French 27 May 9 pp 5, 39 


{Interview with prime minister Sir Anerood Jugnauth by 
Michel Dedans: “Firmness and Discipline Are 
Required”; date and place not given: first paragraph is 
LE MAURICIEN introduction} 


[Text] During this interview with Michel Dedans, the prime 
minister, Sir Anerood Jugnauth, whose government success- 
fully faced its first no-confidence motion, rejected al! accusa- 
tions made against him. He said that he is not brutal, 
inhumane or revengeful, and that he does not yield to the 
temptation of totalitarianism. Mauritius, he said, is not a 
police state, and he maintained that the police are doing a 
thankless job and must have the people's confidence. For 
those who say that he victimizes the people at large, Sir 
Anerood Jugnauth described the feeling of sadness that 
overtakes him when he hears such an accusation. 


{Dedans] Sir Anerood Jugnauth, your government has 
successfully survived the ordeal of the opposition’s first 
no-confidence motion since 1987. Will next Saturday's 
[26 May] special cabinet meeting be an occasion for the 


government to review its strategy for the second half of 


its term, taking into consideration the points put forward 
by the opposition in Parliament? 


[Jugnauth] In a democracy, a no-confidence motion is an 
exercise that assumes considerable importance. We must 
consider any serious criticisms. adjust Our aim, see what 
has been done since 1987 and what remains to be done in 
the next two years. Bul the opposition’s motion also 
showed, if need be, after the confusion of the separate 
meetings of | May, that the government team is more 
united, more vigilant, and more desirous to work to 
benefit the people. This was a blessing for the MSM 
{Mauritius Socialist Movement] and the PT [Labor 
Party]. And we are going to redefine our government 
Strategy to enable us to face the transition that industrial 
development is experiencing. 


{Dedans] Mr. Prime Minister, among other things, the 
no-confidence motion has given several opposition dep- 
uties, and not the least, an opportunity to pul you on 
trial. You have thus been accused of being a dictator, a 
brutal, inhuman, heartless being. revengeful toward your 
political opponents whom you view as enemies. Do these 
words leave you indifferent or do they hurt you? 


{Jugnauth] I consider that these accusations are unfair 
because undeserved. | am not at all as they tried to paint 
me. I recognize, however, that all my opponents—whom 
I do not all consider as enemies as you said—are trying 
to bring me down by giving a false image of me. Because 
they cannot attack me on the government's achieve- 
ments. And because they think they can use Goebbels’s 
method on public opinion; which method consists in 
repeating a lic ad nauseam. hoping that people will end 
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up believing it. I hasten to add, however, that until! now 
I have shown firmness, which vthers call dictatorship. 
and that I insist on discipline. which some call dictator- 
ship. When you look at the results achieved in the past 
Six years, especially at social and economic level, tell! 
yourself that we could not have achieved them without 
firmness and discipline. And that our economy 1s still 
not very strong. If we are not watchful, the country may 
experience a recession. As prime minister, it 1s my duty 
to show firmness and call for discipline. 


The Police Are Not Above the Law 


[Dedans] Public opinion does not understand how you 
can defend the police at all costs although some 
policemen are not a credit to the police and were even 
blamed by judges and magistrates. Public opinica ts also 
concerned about activities that seem to support what 
some say, that we already live in a police state. Are the 
police really above suspicion and should they put them- 
selves above the law? 


{Jugnauth} Show me one instance when the police put 
themselves above the law. And name one country in the 
world whose police are not criticized or accused one way 
or another. What I mean is that | am not here to defend 
the police at all costs. But the people must know that the 
police are doing a thankless job. a difficult job. They 
must make sure that citizens are safe, track down crim- 
inals and arrest them, prevent thefts, break-ins and 
muggings. In other words, they must make it possible for 
citizens to live without fear. Sometimes they make 
mistakes or do something wrong. But these things are 
soon straightened out by the competent authorities. 
They should not be blamed on the police force as a 
whole. The police need the confidence and moral sup- 
port of the people to fight crime and drugs. I would like 
to take this opportunity to say that the increase of the 
constabulary force has made it possible for them to 
maintain a higher profile throughout the country 

Including in the evening. The people appreciate that. It 1s 
something positive. Who ever mentions it” 


[Dedans] Some maintain also that certain actions have 
tarnished our image abroad, which could be detrimental 
to the tourism industry. They mention the case of the 
Lagesse stable jockey and the people who were on board 
the Reunion yacht Tonga Soa. 


[Jugnauth] In the case of the Lagesse stable jockey, | 
acted in the national interest, and more particularly in 
the interest of racegoers. | had to protect them. Was I to 
tolerate his presence after his failure to appear before the 
MTC appeals committee? What I did not know was that, 
on Saturday morning, he had applied for authorizations 
from a judge. I had to give the other jockeys something to 
think about, so they would know that there are things we 
will not tolerate. At the same time, we were showing 
racegoers that they will be protected. In this case, too, | 
was called a dictator. As for the Tonga Soa case, the 
police could not release the people on board the yacht 
before their investigation was completed, as this was a 
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drug seizure. Whom should they have let go and whom 
held for questioning after finding the drug? Do they 
deserve to be blamed for what they did? I am asking you. 
In addition, some also mentioned foreigners who come 
to Mauritius in an irregular manner and should be 
treated with much consideration so as not to hurt their 
government's feelings. That is out of the question. We 
have laws and we will enforce them, just as other 
countries enforce theirs where our citizens are con- 
cerned, even when they have proper visas. Some were 
held several hours before being repatriated. And people 
dare accuse me of being a dictator because the police 
forced visitors who were in an irregular situation to 
comply with our laws? That 1s not serious. 


Feelings of Animosity 


{Dedans] Sir Anerood, are you aware that in the past few 
months a feeling of animosity against you has been 
growing in that ethnic group called the People at Large” 
Several examples are quoted to prove that you persecute 
this community; the most recent ones are the refusal to 
let Cardinal Margeot use the VIP room, the accusations 
you made against Messrs. Feillafe and Barbeau, and Mr. 
Sydney Selvon’s misadventure at the airport on his 
return from China. 


|Jugnauth] I do not persecute this community. It 1s neither 
in my interest nor in the country’s interest. Allow me to 
explain what I did in each case. As far as Cardinal Margeot 
1S concerned, the agent on duty at the airport should have 
allowed him access to the VIP room even though the 
bishop's office had made no request to that effect. This 1s a 
mistake in which | had no part. Yet, people made a 
community case out of it in order to discredit me. As far as 
Messrs. Feillafe and Barbeau are concerned, | already had 
an opportunity to prove that I had nothing against them. 
Besides, Mr. Feillafe himself answered my detractors in the 
speech he made last week, at the dinner which police officers 
gave in my honor. Finally, in the case of the chief editor of 
LE MAURICIEN, whom I greatly esteem, I was informed of 
the passport business only the following day. I was shocked. 
I asked the police commissioner to come and see me in 
order to know more about it. I must assure you that the 
ADSU [Anti-Drug and Smuggling Unit] was not involved in 
any way, and that immigration officers were quite justified 
in retaining his passport. This is normal procedure since the 
police intends to prosecute his newspaper, and therefore 
him too, as chief editor, for publishing false news. There- 
fore, what they did is not police persecution and it 1s not a 
scandal. To make you understand better how hurt I was by 
the article in LE MAURICIEN, I must point out that afier 
my intervention with the police commissioner, Mr. Sydney 
Selvon had no trouble leaving the country to go to China. 
And that I did not even know he would come back home last 
Tuesday. But people reading LE MAURICIEN believed 
that its chief editor was the victim of police persecution. 
That 1s not so. Especially since Mr. Selvon, who has known 
me since we were in the MMM [Mauritian Militant Move- 
ment}, knows that I will not tolerate such things. He knows 
better than anybody else that I have always rejected the 
totalitarian temptation. And what hurts me most is the new 
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trend | see in certain circles of the people at large. Those 
who belong to these circles develop the mentality that 
nothing should be done against any member of that com- 
munity. Even one who breaks the law. \‘ecause if you do 
anything, you are automaticall, accused of communalism 
Of repression. That 1s sad 


{Dedans] But 11 is sad. too, to see that you do not play by 
the rules of democracy, for instance in Parliament. where 
you systematically refuse to give to the people's repre- 
sentatives information concerning government expenses 
pertaining to ministerial missions. If that 1s not a dicta- 
torial attitude. then what 1s i” 


[Jugnauth}] Compliance with regulations. | am willing to 
give all information involving ministerial missions and 
the number of days cach one lasted. Now, as I have 
already supplied all information on the cost of the ticket 
and daily allowances, the opposition just has to do an 
exercise in accounting to be satisfied. 


{[Dedans] Until now. you have rejected all the accusations 
made against you by your opponents. However, there 1s one 
fact that you cannot deny and that 1s extremely dangerous. 
personality cult. Sir Anerood, the praise heaped on you. the 
tutles bestowed on vou, like “father of the industrial revolu- 
tion,” the ceremonies organized almost every day to cele- 
brate your 60th birthday. your picture on banknoies. gold 
coins, stamps, and your name to be given to an esplanade 
and a dam to be built, aren't these worrying signs connected 
to personality cult” 


[Jugnauth] I do not practice personality cult. I detest v. 
As far as my 60th birthday 1s concerned, my party and 
the Social Security Department decided to make ui a 
red-letter day. Personally, | was opposed to 1. But my 
friends in the party insisted, and finally | agreed. How- 
ever. faced with an avalanche of invitations from very 
serious Organizations, | had to pui a stop to 11. Some were 
not pleased, but I did not give in. As for the other 
examples mentioned, | do not think there 1s anyihing 
wrong with them. Look. let us take two cases to show that 
this has nothing to do with personality cult: there 1s a 
Margeot Square and a Maurice Rault Stadium, tsn't 
there? This was done as a sign of homage and recogni- 
tion. Which 1s very well. This 1s how you should view the 
honor that the people connected with the events you 
mentioned want to bestow on me 


[Dedans] Is there a feeling of fear toward the French 
presence, the “Big Brother,” in the region and in Mauritius” 


[Jugnauth} None whatsoever. France, as | already said 
several times, 1s a privileged partner of Mauritius 
Besides, we fought to make sure that it would remain 
present in the Indian Ocean Commission, through 
Reunion. And France 1s our main source of financial and 
technical assistance, and it 1s from France that we bought 
the ATR-42 and other equipment needed for our devel- 
opment. But our country’s interests take precedence over 
everything, and when other interests clash with them. 
then Mauritius wins. This explains why we purchased 
Boeing planes, Japanese telephone equipment, and why 
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we declined to seek a defense agreement with France. 
Just as we explained to the French Government our 
concern about the regional airline project in Reunion. 


{Dedans] For what reasons did the Special Mobile Force 
(SMF) acquire very costly sophisticated arms systems? 


[Jugnauth] Because Mauritius is not shielded from cer- 
tain temptations, after what we have seen in the Comoro 
and in the Maldive islands. And because Mauritius 
needs modern equipment for our defense. 


{Dedans] In politics, there was some talk of a return of 
the PMSD [Mauritian Social Democratic Party] to 
power. Is that really so? 


[Jugnauth] That is false! I can work with valuable mem- 
bers of that party, but not with the two Duval brothers. 
But you know that the PMSD boils down to its leader. 


{[Dedans}] Considering that Sir Satcam and you are 
talking about renewing the Alliance after 1992, when will 
yOu Start negotiations on a new election agreement? 


[Jugnauth] It is too soon to talk about details. But what 
we can do in the near future is consider the question in 
its Outlines, suggest a few subjects of reflection in view of 
a joint project, and later on consider more precise points. 


{[Dedans}] You maintain that it is out of the question to 
grant 50 percent of the seats to the Labor Party. How 
many tickets would you agree to give to your partners? 


[Jugnauth] I do not believe that ticket distribution will 
be a problem, as long as the Labor Party agrees that its 
actual political strength does not allow it to claim more 
than 50 percent of the seats. All political observers agree 
that the MSM is the stronger party in the field. The 
Labor Party has had its hour of glory. Now, however, it 
is the turn of the MSM. 


{[Dedans] What would you do if Sir Satcam’s party 
demanded 50 percent of the seats? Would you go it alone 
or look for another partner? 


[Jugnauth}] We have not reached that point yet. I note that 
both parties have a strong will for unity. But | would add 
that the MSM will do everything to renew the Alliance. 
However, if we are forced to go it alone, then we shall. We 
are going to strengthen our party, to make the Alliance 
stronger, and if the Alliance does not go beyond 1992, then 
the MSM will stand alone on its own two feet. 


* Security Service Operations Discussed 
QOAFO21SA Port Louis LE MILITANT MAGAZINE 
in French 19-20 May pp 10-13 


[Article by Joseph Raumiah and Shenaz Patel; italicized 
passages published in Creole] 


[Text] The NIU [National Investigation Unit] currently 
has files on 87,212 Mauritians. Viewed with curiosity, 
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concern, and even a certain dread, the Mauritian intel- 
ligence service is often accused of disregarding informa- 
tion that could be of great consequence to state security, 
focusing instead on pursuing and persecuting harmless 
ind'viduals. The NIU knows a great deal about us. The 
foll. wing is an exclusive report on this organization 
about which little is known except for its name. 


A bad image, it seems, has been a perennial problem for 
the local intelligence service. It has undergone several 
name changes, as if to erase the most negative of repu- 
tations from collective memory and stari over on a 
supposedly new and different footing. The Special 
Branch headed by Mr. Rewcastle, which dates back to 
the days of Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, became the 
SSS (State Security Service) led by Mr. Baramdoyal., 
which in turn became the National Investigation Unit as 
of 1982. A more reassuring designation for actions that 
regrettably are sometimes less than reassuring. Today. 
the NIU is headed by Mr. Chabeelall Seewoosurrun, 
assisted by Mr. Prem Goolyar. 


Agents and Informers 


From corroborating sources, it emerges that the NIU 
currently employs between 175 and 200 full-time agents. 
They are recruited directly from the regular police force 
without regard for length of service or the promotion 
system in use in the force. Recruitment into the NIU 
depends upon the candidate's performance and on cer- 
tain abilities and basic criteria. It is quite possible to 
enter the NIU six months after joinipe the police force. 
and it is often for life. Unlike trans‘ers out of the police 
force, transfers out of the NIU are very rare. It is a matter 
of training and, of course, security. The mechanics of it 
work both ways: Wherever there are informers, there are 
highly informed persons, not to be crossed if one wants 
secrets to be kept safe. 


In addition to its full-fledged staff, the NIU also calls on 
some 3,000 regular informers from all walks of life, 
“including the civil service,” added one of the persons 
we interviewed for this report. Similarly, the NIU has at 
least one “friend” at the island's main hotels, capable of 
providing a copy of a guest's bill or information as to 
whom the guest met or his telephone calls. 


The Secret Fund 


The information is made available for a fee, of course. 
Some 2,000 out of the NIU's 3,000 informers receive 
regular compensation of about 3,000 to 5,000 rupees a 
month. That is one way of affording little luxuries. The 
others are paid in accordance with the contents of the 
information they provide: A “small piece of informa- 
tion” (for example, a report on a union meeting or a 
press conference) would earn 50 to 100 rupees, while an 
important document could be worth as much as 500 to 
1,000 rupees. 


All informers are paid with moncy from “Scewoosur- 
run’s secret fund” as it is known in these circles. The 
State has no control over the fund. In theory, only the 
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prime minister can request an accounting of the fund 
which in March 1990 con‘ained 650,000 rupees. 


The trench coat, fedora, dark glasses, and flecting shadows 
that make up the traditional and somewhat ndiculous image 
propagated by films and novels do not apply. although in 
recent years, some NIU agents have displayed a comical 
knack for making themselves conspicuous. Take for 
example a dirty, dilapidated white Peugeot 504 with a 
four-digit license plate that changes regularly. Place four or 
five rather ruffled-looking men inside, vawning prefuse!y. 
aiid trying to appear casual as they watch everything \hat 
happens. Station them a few yards trom the headquarters of 
a political party or labor union and there you have it: a 
homespun stakeout. After several days of this, regular 
visitors to the building will be stopping by the “unsusp- 
cious-looking™ car and identifying our dumbstruck agents 
with a mocking “NIU'” A rude awakening’ 


Discretion, Please! 


However, a definite change in the behavior of local 
agents has been observed in the past year. The NIU 
seems to have become more discreet. NIU agents would 
no longer think of positioning themselves in front of 
China’s Embassy and tailing the ambassador's official 
car once it left the gate of the “great wall” in Belle Rose. 
not suspecting that the ambassador would leave his 
residence in a less identifiable vehicle a few seconds 
later, headed in the opposite direction. Having been had 
often enough at this type of game playing. the NIU 
eventually, albeit belatedly, learned its lesson. Surveil- 
lance is more discreet now and, it seems, more effective. 


Under the NIU's new operating plan, Mauritius ts 
divided into several “zones/districts.” Port Louis 1s still 
the most important among them. Nonetheless, there 1s a 
special section as.igned to Floreal, which carned it the 
name of “the diplomats’ neighborhood.” Al the prime 
minister's request, this section with its five agents was 
given the responsibility of keeping a “very close watch” 
on the Soviet Embassy. in particular. Glasnost? Perhaps. 
but that does not mean they should be trusted. 


Some ‘Interesting Tidbits’ 


When assigned to any one of the “zones/districts.” each 
agent is given a file detailing all the nerve centers in his 
zone. In the case of a city, for example, the file would 
contain the location of the municipal council, labor 
union offices, and the regional offices of certain political 
parties. It would also contain very specific information 
about the religious sects in the zone, this being a subject 
that receives great attention from the NIU. Asif the NIU 
were gathering evidence in support of the theory that 
these religious sects are a front for certain foreign intel- 
ligence services. 


The file also supplies the names and addresses of all 
residents of the zone who belong to the abovementioned 
groups, among others. In all, 87.212 Mauritians are cur- 
rently in the NIU's files: political leaders, union leaders. 
religious leaders, as well as the entire press corps and a good 
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number of “ordinary™ citizens. In some cases, the details 
about them have no bearing on state security. Indeed, 
according to several of the persons we interviewed, the 
NIU’s central file contains “interesting tidbits” on the lives 
and activities of these people. It also contains a photo 
collection “more extensive than that of any newspaper.” 


NIU 1s responsible for surveilling Mauritians as well as 
certain foreigners during their visits to Mauri‘sus. It seems 
that important figures visiting from the Seychelles are 
always placed under special surveillance, no doubt in an 
effort to ensure the complete safety of our dear “dalons™ 
[persons from Seychelles}. In fact, one evening in Aoril, an 
NIU agent could be seen at the piano bar of La Plantation in 
Vacoas where a Seychelles minister was listening to jazz 


On the Road 


Surveillance also means tailing operations. Under the zone. 
distinct system, each agent 1s authorized to tail a subject 
within the boundaries of his assigned zone. When his target 
leaves the zone, he contacts by radio the agent assigned to 
the adjacent zone. Between Curepipe and Plaisance, for 
example, a person could be followed alternately by four 
different cars, which reduces an agent's risk of being iden- 
tified. It should be noted that for some time now, the 
traditional walkie-talkie has been reinforced with the instal- 
lation of cellular phones in agents’ cars. 


As for reporting information, cach agent 1s responsible 
for judging the ‘mportance of what he has acquired. If 
the information 1s considered crucial or urgent, he 1s to 
report it smmediately to NIU headquarters, which 1s 
located in the Central Barracks compound in Port Lours. 
In any case, an immediate report is required on all 
political rallies, because Sir Anerood Jugnauth demands 
an account of the public and private gatherings held by 
other political parties as soon as they have ended. 


But apart from these instances, an NIU agent routinely 
writes his reports very carly in the morning when he 
comes on duty. All the information he provides ts 
processed by a 1 5-member team working at headquarters 
under Mr. Seewoosurrun who then takes it upon himself 
to deliver a complete report to the prime minisicr. 


According to some of his close associates, Sir Ancrood 
Jugnauth places enormous importance on this report and 
spends one hour every morning reading it in the presence 
of Mr Seewoosurrun. Just as often, the prime minister 
takes the report home, bringing it back with him the next 
morning. 


Troubled Relationships 


Not only is the NIU subject to controversy in public 
opinion: it’s relationships with its institutional partners 
can be highly confrontational as well. The regular police 
force, for one, 1s fearful of the secret agents, accusing 
them at times of trying to assume police powers over the 
police to settle up petty scores. “Just one unfavorable 
report from them can cost us a promotion”, storms a 
constable who resents having to carry out orders from 
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the NIU on occasion. The police force also views the 
NIU’s funding with a great sense of frustration. “They 
have 40 cars per district. Often times they ride around in 
cars a whole day, they flirt with women who are supposed 
10 be at work”, the constable continued. 


And there are conflicts with the Central Investigations 
Department [CID] whose members also complain that 
NIU reports arc unfavorable tc them. Furthermore, the 
CID’s detectives argue, the NIU’s agents obstruct their 
work by posing as CID employees when making investi- 
gations. “After, let's say, a person gets in trouble at work, 
it is said tnat the CID had done its dirty work again. After 
all, those of us who get in trovble with the Nic are the 
ones who want to go to work”, said a CID agent, who also 
spoke for his colleagues when he criticized the NIU for 
undoing their work by turning thugs arrested by the CID 
into NIU informers. 


At a higher level as well, the NIU’s relatronships with the 
prime minister's advisers are strained. The two groups often 
have Opposing or uncoordinated strategies. The most recent 
example involves the much talked about motion of repri- 
mand by the 18th regional committee of the MMM [Mau- 
ritian Muiluant Movement]. (See box below.) There 1s, 
nonetheless, a designated liaison between the two groups. 
He is Mr. J. Taimuini, security adv’<r to the prime minister, 
and he is on excellent terms with Mr. C. Seewoosurrun. Mr. 
Taimini 1s said to have wielded his influence last year in 
persuading the prime munister to reverse the decision to 
dismiss an influential NIU staff member who had been 


judged too “low.” 


Distorted Reports 


Do these influence wars constitute proof of the insistent 
allegations made in recent months by the majority coa- 
lition legislator Arvind Boolell, among others, claiming 
that the NIU's reports to the prime minister are deliber- 
ately distorted? According to information we were able 
to obtain from various sources, some reports are indeed 
thought to have been distorted, but at the origin and not 
at the receiving end. One example: In connection with 
the rally on | May of this year, Sir Anerood Jugnauth 
asked the NIU for detailed reports on the efforts or lack 
thereof by “his” legislators and ministers to assemble a 
crowd at the station square in Vacoas. Some who knew 
the agents assigned to surveil them found ways of 
remaining On good terms with the agents, which would 
explain the highly favorable reports submitted in certain 
cases in which the agents made extensive use of their 
magnifying glasses. 


Tapping a Telephone Is "Child's Play’ 


Lastly. there is the telephone. Is your telephone tapped? Are 
the strange noses that you sometimes hear on your line in 
the middle of a conversation the work of a few noisy agents?’ 
“It 1s not in the least difficult to tap a telephone,” says one 
person we interviewed, whom we could call “Deep Throat.” 
Not Bob Woodward's “Deep Throat,” of course, but every 
bit as knowledgeable about his subject. “For some time, 
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wiretapping has been easier to do. thanks to a new Computer 
system. It 1s not oniy possible to eavesdrop on a COuversa- 
ton, but also to icstantly identify the number called or 
being called. The listening post 1s located in the barracks. 
Wiretaps are child’s play.” A torrent of denials will now 
follow, we expect. But would the NIU dare send a denial to 
Sir Anerood Jugnauth. prime minister and minisier of the 
interior, who stated in remarks against union organizers 
during the general strike of 4 July 1989: “They have plotted 
against the government. 1 know. I have them on tape.” 


[Box. p 11] 


*Rumors, Rumors” 


The NIU’s agents do not limit themselves to gathering 
information Or engaging in intimidat.on. In certain cases 
their work also extends to planting rumors, as was 
recently discovered by the preacher of a so-called “sect” 
on which the NIU had trained its sights. After an agent 
cleverly planted the rumor that the preacher was 
“dating” one of his young followers. the Mauritian 
rumor mill took . are of the rest. His trustworthiness and 
authority undernuned, the preacher was dismissed from 
his functions. Similarly. ut is said that a rumor was 
planted several weeks ago in connection with a politi- 
cian’s suicide. The purpose would have been to test 
reactions in some quarters. 


|Box, p 12] 


‘22,000 Rupees for a Reprimand’ 


‘Ut was hin, not me” The NIU and the prime minister's 
advisors are passing the blame back and forth for the failure 
of the phony motion of reprimand by MMM's | 8th regional 
committee against the party leader, Dr. Prem Nababsing. 
The NIU holds the prime minister's advisors responsible for 
the “bomb that failed to go off.” while the advisors say 
Seewoosurrun and his men mishandled an operation “for 
which 22,000 rupees were spent.” The affair compromised 
Agent “O” in Quatre Bornes, the zone to which he was 
assigned, to the point that NIU officials have been unable to 
decide whether he should be assigned to another zone or 
retired from duty altogether. 


* Commentary on Growth of Muslim Fundamentalism 


QOAFOIS9OB Port Louis WEEK-END in French 
13 May W po 


[Article: “Fundamentalist Temptation: Will It Reach 
Our Shores’: Foundations of Movement Laid in Port 
Louis on 30 April] 


[Text] Is it possible that Muslim fundamentalism, which 
has been producing repercussions in the major capitals 
of Europe and the Maghreb as well as in those of the 
Middle East since the advent of Ayatollah Khomeyni, is 
beginning to reach our shores” 


While for a large number of Mauritians the demonstra- 
tions in front of Bhujoharry High School on Friday—a 
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demonstration that was repressed by the SSU [Special 
Supports Unit] and during which slogans were chanted and 
flags with Islamic connotations waved--was a revelation. 
for some observers, it was also the confirmation of a 
tendency that has begun to take shape among some young 
Mauritian Muslims. It should, however, be noted that this 
tendency has assumed minor proportions up to now. 


It has Come to Gur attention that the foundations for a 
Mauritian fundamentalist movement were laid on 
Monday, 30 April last, at a marathon rally held :n Pont 
Louis. Several thousand young people are reported to 
have participated in this rally at which both religion and 
politics were at issue. A young miin versed in Koranic 
law who 1s a student in Saudi Arabia was the chief 
promoter of this rally. 


The nature of the discussions that went on until very late 
that evening, on the very eve of May Ist, was receivec by 
the participants in different ways, according to our 
information. 


It would appear that the turn the political situation has 
taken in Mauritius since 1983 has—due to a reflex 
reaction or out of a desire to defend themselves— 
justifiably or not, incited some Mauritians to increas- 
ingly turn to their religious leaders (Muslim Personal 
Law, GN [Government Notice] 114, and the frequent 
incursions of sociocultural associations, not counting 
Deputy Raj Virahsawmy’s new ultrareligiov’ party). who 
have succeeded in convincing many young *<ple of the 
Muslim faith that a party, which does no. necessarily 
have any aspirations to accede to power. but which 
would serve as a pressure group on behalf of specific 
interests, has proved to be necessary. 


On the other hand, among the participants at the rally there 
were also other young people who were very concerned over 
the direction a Hizballah (Party of Allah) movement might 
ultsmately take in a multiracial society like ours. 


According to our information. while some young people 
declared that they were ready to found the movement 
and have, moreover, already sct to work on 1, others. 
more concerned with keeping religion out of the domain 
of politics, decided to wait for the initiator of the 
movement's ultimate return to the country a few months 
from now before making up their minds 


* Workers’ Strike Threatened Over Pay Raise 


QOAFO2I03A Port Louis LE MAURK EN 
in French 21 May 90 pp 1, 12 


{Article by Dharmanand Dhooharika: “NTUC Sends 
Petition to 70 Deputies} 


[Text] The National Trade Union Council [NTUC], an 
organization made up of seven trade union confedera- 
tions (including the Federation of Civil Service Trade 
Unions (FSSC) Federation of Unions of Constituent 
Bodies, General Workers Federation, United Workers 
Federation, and Organization of United Artisans) today 
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sent a petition to al] members of parliament urging them 
to support its demand for a 30-percent wage increase 


The NTUC “beheves that with the pressure exerted by the 
MMM [Mauritian Militant Movement}. PMSD [Mauritian 
Social Democratic Party}. PT [Labor Party] and even the 
MSM | Mauritius Socialist Movc ment]. the government may 
be forced to modify us final wage-scale adjustment pro- 
viding for raises between five and 11 percent.” 


“We urge all members of pirlamesa. including the 
leader of the PT. Sir Sccicam Boolell, to act responsibly 
by supporting our demands for adequate wage compen- 
sation.” the MAURICIEN was told this morning by Mr 
Toolsyraj Benydin, president of the NTUC 


The NTUC marntains that a §)-percent hike for 'ow- 
paid workers 1s justified by soaring prices for a number 
of staple commodities and the rising rate of inflation 


The trade umon confederations say the workers support 
the many protests the NTUC has lodged with the author- 
ities Concerned. 


“Their support encourages us to redouble our efforts to 
mobilize workers throughout the island,” Mr. Benydin said 


The NTUC sent a formal request to Police Commis- 
sioncr Bhimsen Kowlessur for permission to hold a 
demonstration on Thursday 24 May at noon. Other 
meetings are planned a: Beau-Bassin. Medine. and 
Camp de Masque. 


The NTUC will hold a delegate assembly on 3 June at 
Patten College 


This afternoon the trade union confederations involved 
will draw up their strategy for challenging the five- to 
| l-percent wage adjustment the government has pro- 
posed. Questioned by MAURICIEN this morning, the 
NTUC president sand: “We will go on strike as a last 
resort, but we think there are other ways of mobilizing 
the workers and expressing our disapproval of this wage 
adjustment.” he sand. 


The NTUC does not think a worker in the sugar sector 
can survive on his pitiful salary of 1.850 rupees. 


“Even with an |l-percent adjustment, which would 
represent an additional 116 rupees, laborers at the 
bottom of the scale will not be able to live on what they 
earn. Especially now that the finance minister has 
announced we are in for more austerity in the next 
budget. We appeal to the government to reconsider its 
decision to give the workers a five- to I l-percent wage 
increase. The wage adjustment offered by the govern- 
ment, the employers and the MLC/SEF [Mauritius 
Labor Congress-State Employees Federation] alliance 1s 
not acceptable to the workers.” Mr. Benydin added. 


“The NTUC does not plan to give up the fight. We are 
going to fight to our dying breath. Again we hope all the 
members of parliament will listen to our demands. The 
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real battle begins today. We are not going to le the workers 
down. We rive them our word,” Mr. Benydin said. 


* EPZ Gets Tax Break To Encourage Modernization 


YOAFO0203C Port Louis LE MAURICIEN 
in French 27 May 90 p 4 


[Article by Jean-Marc Poche: “Reduction of Interest 
Rate on Bank Loans for Free Zone”} 


[Text] Enterprises in the Export Processing Zone [EPZ]., 
which continue to complain abcut the high interest rates 
they must pay on bank loans, wi'l breathe a sigh of relief 
following the finance minister's announcement yes- 
terday that they will henceforth be eligible for loans at 
preferential rates. 


Mr. Vishnu Lutchmeenaraidoo, who was opening a new 
branch of Union Bank at Centre de Flacg yesterday, said 
the measure, which is to remain in force for a year, will 
enable free zone enterprises to modernize their equip- 
ment in order to make the shift from manpower- 
intensive to capital-intensive production. 


The minister also said the closing of obsolete factories is 
not bad in itself, to the extent that it frees up the 
manpower needed for industrial diversification. 


The finance minister also discussed the liberalization of 
exchange controls. He observed that while initially cer- 
tain individuals may be tempted to transfer their hard 
currency abroad, in the long run the measure will be 
beneficial for Mauritius, bringing a large amount of 
foreign exchange into the country. 


He also accused the NTUC [\National Trade Union 
Council] of using demagogic tactics in the dispute over 
the wage adjustment, noting that a 10-percent wage 
increase will cause prices to go up three to four percent. 
In addition, he said, the 1.2 billion rupees that will be 
injected into the economy starting in July will have a 
harmful effect on the economy. 


* ZF Income From Foreign Investments Discussed 


Y0AF0203D Port Louis LE MAURICIEN 
in French 24 May 90 p § 


{[Article: “Foreign Investment Over Last 10 Years Totals 
1.8 Billion Rupees”] 


[Text] Companies in the Free Zone [ZF] have distributed 
some 182.5 million rupees in profits since 1983. Finance 
Minister Vishnu Lutchmeenaraidoo, citing figures put 
out by the Bank of Mauritius, disclosed that foreign 
investment in Mauritius over the last 10 years (1980 to 
mid-1990) has totaled 1.8 million rupees. 


The ZF is the sector that has attracted the most foreign 
investment, even more than the hotel industry (354.4 
million rupees) or banking sector (215.9 million). It 
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should be noted that the investment figure for the hotel 
industry includes 104.9 million “brought in from abroad 
but not yet invested.” 


Following is the breakdown of investment in other 
sectors: industries operating with a development certifi- 
cate, 31.4 million rupees; service enterprises in the ZF, 
2.3 million; miscellaneous, 137.8 million. 


In addition, foreign-owned ZF companies have repatri- 
ated profits on the order of 182.5 million rupees since 
1983 (up through 14 April 1990). Despite talk about the 
declining profitability of the sector, profits of 52 million 
rupees (the highest ever) were transferred in 1989, and 
zone enterprises cleared 39 million rupees in the first few 
months of 1990. It is important to point out that a large 
portion of these profits—some 33.2 million rupees—was 
reinvested in Mauritius. 


French companies were in the lead, repatriating 85.7 
million rupees in profits; the total for Hong Kong-owned 
enterprises was 42.1 million. 


Mozambique 


Minister Delivers Chissano Message to Shevardnadze 


MB2106185990 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 21 Jun 90 


[Text] A message from Mozambican President Joaquim 
Chissano to Mikhail Gorbachev, his Soviet counterpart, 
was delivered to Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze by Finance Minister Abdul Magid Osman in 
Moscow yesterday. Osman has been in the Soviet capital 
since 17 June. The contents of the message were not 
disclosed. During their meeting the two ministers 
exchanged views on strengthening bilateral cooperation 
in certain areas. They also discussed the situation in 
southern Africa in particular and in the world in general. 
Finance Minister Abdul Magid Osman is in Moscow to 
attend a sessien of the joint commission. 


Chissano Meets Mugabe on Return From France 


MB2206092490 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0800 GMT 22 Jun 90 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano just returned to 
Maputo from a Franco-African summit in La Baule, 
France. The Mozambican leader stopped over in Harare 
on his return, where he met with Robert Mugabe, his 
Zimbabwean counterpart. 


President Chissano told a La Baule news conference 
yesterday that contacts were under way to Start direct 
talks with Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance]. 
On Mozambique’s participation in the Franco-African 
summit, the head of state said that it was in response to 
French assistance to Mozambique’s development. 
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Namibia 


Nujoma, Bush Regional Aid Agreements Reported 


MB2106072090 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1900 GMT 20 Jun 90 


[Text] President Sam Nujoma and U.S. President 
George Bush have undertaken to do everything in their 
power to support peace talks in Angola and South Africa. 
Mr. Hidipo Hamutenya, minister of information and 
broadcasting, said at a news conference in Windhoek 
that the two leaders discussed U.S. economic and tech- 
nical aid to Namibia, and that they had signed four 
agreements regarding this. 


Bilateral Agreements Signed Wit. Angola 


MB2106104290 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 0600 GMT 21 Jun 90 


[Text] Bilateral agreements on cooperation between the 
governments of Namibia and Angola in trade, health ser- 
vices, and the provision of electricity and water were signed 
in Windhoek last night by delegates from the two countries. 
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Agreement was reached after talks lasting more than four 
hours on trade and cooperation between Namibia and 
Angola. The Namibian delegation was led by Dr. (Ayika 
Andala), permanent secretary for mines and energy, and 
the Angolan delegation by Mr. Pedro Mutinde, a 
member of the central committee of Luanda’s ruling 
Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola. 


The Namibian delegation was made up of representa- 
tives of the departments of trade and industry; labor and 
manpower development; agriculture, fisheries, water 
and rural development; health and social services; works, 
transort and communication; and SWAWEK [South- 
West Africa Electricity Corporation]. 


Dr. (Andala) said specific projects were identified during 
the talks, and the two delegations will report to their 
respective governments on the meeting. He added that 
the cooperation projects, details of which will be released 
later, will first have to be approved by the two govern- 
ments before they can be implemented. He said discus- 
sions between the two countries on bilateral cooperation 
in general wil! take place regularly. 
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Liberia 


Press Urged to Cover Freetown Peace Talks 


AB2106110290- Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
0709 GMT 21 Jun 90 


[Italicized passages are recorded] 


[Text] Information Minister Emmanuel Bowier has 
called on the Liberian press to cover the second round of 
peace talks between government and the Patriotic Front 
in Freetown next week. Minister Bowier made the call 
yesterday at the regular press briefing at the Monrovia 
City Hall. The information boss admonished local jour- 
nalists not to depend on BBC or any other international 
media to report on events in Liberia. 


Earlier, when Minister Bowier was asked by journalists if 
government would reconsider relaying BBC on the 
national radio station, he said government would not 
because BBC does not reciprocate. The information boss 
further indicated that with the coming of the new com- 
munication order, government must give priority to 
stories concerning Liberia against the negative biases 
painted by the international media: 


[Bowier] [Passage indistinct] now that BBC tells you this, 
because BBC [words indistinct] Freetown. So you from 
Liberia, 1 am asking you: Why do you not go there? Why 
must the Liberian press keep telling me about BBC? Why 
do you feel inferior to these people? Why? 


Following Minister Bowier’s news conference yesterday, 
Joe Lisa asked the acting president of the Press Union of 
Liberia [PUL], Mr. Emmanuel Abalo, what he thought of 
government's decision to grant equal access to air time 
on the national radio and television? 


[Abalo] We really welcome the pronouncement of govern- 
ment that political parties have access to the national 
media now. We hope that would be an opportunity for the 
facilitation of free and open policy. The government has 
already, you know, vowed that it will protect and guar- 
antee, and this is also in line with the press union's own 
desire to see press freedom flourish in this country, and we 
trust that political parties and other interested individuals 
who love Liberia (?will live) up to the challenge to make 
their views known, especially on the national media. 
[sentence as heard] 


Alluding to the fact that Mr. Bowier stated that the BBC 
cannot be heard on the Liberian national radio because its 
does not reciprocate, we believe that we still want the govern- 
ment to reconsider putting the BBC [word indistinct] since 
from all indications, it would seem as if there is information 
lacking when it comes to government's own function. And so 
many persons turn to the BBC for information. And it would 
appear also that BBC information appears to be credible and 
so this is why BBC is getting very good support, okay? They 
have a wide listening audience here. So we believe that 
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government has nothing to hide and it should allow BBC on 
the national radio as a further manifestation of fostering the 
peace process. 


But how did the acting PUL president view Minister 
Bowier’s comments whether the Liberian press felt infe- 
rior to BBC or international journalists? 


{Abalo] We do not think that the Liberian press is inferior 
to the BBC. We believe that we are further strengthening, 
vou know, press worldwide by encouraging the interna- 
tional media locally, you know, and we have to fight the 
setbacks over the powerful international media. [sentence 
as heard] We know it is not easy, but we find ourselves in 
a difficult situation in the Third World where we do not 
have powerful media, you know, to break through on the 
international scene. But we can keep fighting. And on the 
other hand, we do not think that it will augur well for 
Liberia to deny the international media access to our state 
media simply because they do not reciprocate. 


UPP To Send Delegation 


AB2106083890 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
0709 GMT 21 Jun 90 


[Text] The United People’s Party [UPP] has announced that 
it will dispatch a delegation to Freetown to encourage both 
the Patriotic Front and the Government of Liberia to cease 
hostilities and effect a political settlement. 


Woewiyu Interviewed on Doe Amnesty Offer 


AB2106193090 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 21 Jun 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Patriotic Front’s chief negotiator at last 
week’s Liberian peace talks in Sierra Leone was Tom 
Woewiyu. On the line, Robin White asked him, if he had 
heard of Samuel Doe's offer. 


[Begin recording] [Woewiyu] Oh, yes, we heard all that 
Doe is saying, but I can tell you this: that’s all empty 
bluff that means absolutely nothing to us. I hope that the 
world knows that there is no longer any government left 
in Liberia. Doe and a handful of his henchmen are sitting 
in Monrovia and they are talking things that make 
believe that there is a government, but there is no 
government left. 


[White] Mr. Woewiyu, it would seem to many people to 
be a pretty reasonable offer to say that Mr. Taylor is 
pardoned from his embezzlement charges and that the 
Patriotic Front can come back and take part in politics. 
That would seem to be a reasonable offer. 


[Woewiyu] First of all, Mr. Doe knows and the American 
Government, that is the American justice system that 
reviewed this particular situation knows, that Mr. Taylor 
was never involved in any situation of embezzlement. 
The whole thing about embezzlement was only a cam- 
ouflage to get Taylor back into Liberia because Taylor at 
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the time had been involved in an attempt with Qui- 
wonkpa to overthrow Doe back in 1984. That was the 
whole motive behind the case. There has never been any 
case of embezzlement against Mr. Taylor. 


[Robin] Where are we now with the peace talks? Is there 
going to be another round of peace talks? 


|Woewiyu] You know, Robin, this whole peace talk 
thing.... [changes thought] We have taken 90 percent of 
the land mass of the country, and 99 percent of the 
population of the country is on the side of where the 
Patriotic Front covers now and the rest, son.e of them 
are all in exile. So that all we thought we were trying to 
do—since Mr. Doe is holding this population in Mon- 
rovia at hostage, he is going around cutting people's 
heads off and everybody seems to be in a helpless 
position—maybe we could sit down. And so we set up a 
condition and said: Look, the only thing we are willing to 
talk about is allowing you to leave the country. We are in 
a position not to allow him to leave the country any 
longer and if that is what he wants, that’s exactly what we 
are going to give him. 


[Robin] But are there going to be more peace talks next 
week? 


[Woewiyu] If we get the commitment that the talks 
would surround his departure, there will be talks. We are 
committed to being back there on the 25th. We are in the 
position to be in Freetown at any hour, but we are not 
going to be wasting any time to just talk because some- 
body feels like talking. 


[Robin] I understand that there are arrangements for the 
church mediators to have a meeting with Charles Taylor, 
is that right? 


{[Woewiyu] Yes, that arrangement has been confirmed 
that he has given an audience to meet with them and 
discuss what they want to talk about. 


[Robin] Where will this meeting with Taylor and the 
church leaders take place? 


[Woewiyu] I believe it will be in Liberia. 

[Robin] How will that be arranged? 

[Woewiyu] [Words indistinct] in 90 percent of the land 
mass of Liberia. They can arrive in Liberia by plane; all 


of the areas that we occupy are safe to land. We have 
several airports so they can come in any way they want. 


[Robin] So, they will take off in a plane in Monrovia and 
fly into areas controlled by you? 


[Woewiyu] I believe so, yes. 


[Robin] And on what day will that happen? 


{[Woewryu] I believe it should be somehow put together 
sometime maybe at this weekend. 


[Robin] Now what exactly 1s your policy on the fighting? 
Is there a cease-fire now or not? Tell us what is going on 
with the fighting. 


[Woewiyu] Robin, there is absolutely no cease-fire and 
there is no change in our strategy, and there is no change in 
our plan to take Doe down. All we have done is moderate 
our forces to make sure that this lunatic man does not push 
us into a situation where we will destroy our own people 
and our Own properties just to get one man down. And 
what we want, what we will like to do right now is warn the 
citizens that are in Monrovia that there is absolutely no 
government left in Monrovia and they should not submit 
themselves to the situation where Doe and his henchmen 
are collecting them and slaughtering them like animals. 
They should be able to bind together. People should not.... 
[changes thought] There is a deadly list, a hit list even 
including some of the ministers and officials that are 
sticking it Out with him. Some of their names are on the 
list, but for whatever the reason, | don’t know, but they are 
all in danger and people should stick together. Nobody 
should tell you that you are under arrest and submit to 
such an arrest. Anybody who wants to take you, either way 
they are going to kill so they might as well take you, take 
you dead. 


[Robin] So what exactly are you inviting people to do, to 
flee the country or to take up cutlasses themselves and 
fight in Monrovia? What exactly are you suggesting? 


[Woewiyu] Either you flee the country if you can or if 
you are approached by any of those henchmen. if you can 
cut his throat first, you do so. 


[Robin] Aren't you basically asking the people of Monrovia 
who might not support you to do your dirty work for you 
because you yourself are unable to take the capital? 


[Woewiyu] No, we are not saying that—we will be taking 
the capital. We have been moderate enough—in fact we 
have lost. We could have cut off the Freetown-Monrovia 
highway a long time ago. This does not cost us anything 
to do but we knew what the situation was in there, that 
this madman was holding them hostages. We left those 
roads open for people to get out if they had to. We are 
not asking anybody to do our work. As far as we are 
concerned, the work has been done. 


[Robin] Mr. Woewiyu, last week you had these peace talks. 
Since then President Doe has made a number of gestures. 
Isn‘t it time for you to make some kind o/ gesture? 


[Woewiyu] Well, the only gesture we can make is that we 
have said to Doe: You and your henchmen can leave 
unharmed. Given the fact that | am telling you that there 
is NO government left in Liberia, all these offers that Doe 
has made are all empty, and we have nothing else to offer 
him, but look, maybe he either leaves now or it may be 
too late. Nothing Doe is offering means anything to us or 
to anybody in Liberia at this point. [end recording] 
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Bowier Says Doe-Taylor Meeting ‘Possible’ 


AB2106185190 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 21 Jun 90 


[Text] Information Minister Emmanuel Bowier says 
President Samuel Kanyon Doe could meet with Mr. 
Charles Taylor if Mr. Taylor accepted the amnesty 
granted him and others and return to Liberia without 
arms. Minister Bowier said if Charles Taylor came to 
Monrovia without arms and requested meeting with the 
president, an arrangement could be made through the 
normal protocol to have the two men meet. 


Minister Bowier said a meeting between President Doe 
and Mr. Charles Taylor could now be possible because 
the Government of Liberia has dropped all charges 
against him, Taylor, adding that because of this devel- 
opment, Taylor was no longer a wanted man in Liberia. 


Doe Discusses ‘Crisis’ With OAU Delegation 


AB2106190890 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 21 Jun 90 


[Text] A three-man high powered delegation of the 
Organization of African Unity [OAU] today called on 
President Samuel Kanyon Doe at the Executive Mansion 
in Monrovia. The head of the delegation, OAU’s assis- 
tant secretary general, Mr. Ahmed Haggag. expressed 
gratitude to President Doe for granting the delegation an 
audience. Mr. Haggag, on behalf of the OAU Secretary 
General Mr. Salim, said the Organization of African 
Unity was deeply concerned about the current crisis in 
the country. 


According to an Executive Mansion release issued today, 
he made particular mention of Liberia’s role as a 
founding member of the organization. He said the orga- 
nization was therefore willing and prepared to do what- 
ever it could to bring about a peaceful solution to the 
current crisis. 


President Doe, for his part, welcomed the delegation to 
his office and said his government has and will continue 
to exert every effort to bring about a peaceful settlement 
to the current crisis. 


Rebels Reportedly Capture Careysburg 22 June 


AB2206084890 London BBC World Service in English 
0730 GMT 22 Jun 90 


[From the African News] 


[Text] Reports from Liberia say rebel forces are con- 
tinuing their push toward the capital, Monrovia. They 
are said to have captured the town of Careysburg, just 20 
miles away. Careysburg houses the transmitter of the 
Voice of America radio station, but no Americans were 
said to be at the station when the town was seized. The 
rebel advance comes a few days before a second round of 
peace talks between the government and rebels due to be 
held in neighboring Sierra Leone. 
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Minister on Access to Media, Rebel Amnesty 


AB2106121490 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2030 GMT 20 Jun 90 


{Summary From Poor Reception] “The Government of 
Liberia has announced that beginning tomorrow all 
political parties in the country will have equal access to 
air time at the National Radio and TV Station. The 
announcement was made (?this morning) by Informa- 
tion Minister Emmanuel Bower during the regular press 
briefing at the Monrovia City Hall.” 


[Begin recording] [Bowier}] As minister of information and 
chairman of the board of the Liberian Broadcasting System, 
I hereby declare that all political parties have equal access to 
our National Radio and Television, and the NEW 
LIBERIAN newspaper. However, all political parties will 
have to pay the fees required for access to (?certain) radio 
and television [words indistinct]. If you want to advertise, 
political resolutions will be paid for like it is done anywhere 
else. We will be glad now to start running any political party 
advertisement at any time beginning tomorrow.” You will 
not abuse anybody or condemn anybody. Just tell us what 
you want to do. [end recording] 


“During the news conference today, Minister Bowier 
reemphasized the general and unconditional amnesty 
granted by the president to all who have been against his 
government. Journalists had several questions per- 
taining to the amnesty.” 


[Begin recording] [DAILY OBSERVER reporter] The 
American television has shown some individuals held oy 
the governement claiming to be members of the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia [NPFL]. Are they simply going 
to be set free and if so, when? 


{[Bowier] The fact is that President Doe has announced 
that those members of NPFL will have to be set free. I do 
not know when. “I will take down the question and will 
get back to you by the next briefing session.” 


[ASSOCIATED PRESS reporter] I would like to know 
whether the amnesty will include people from the Gio 
and Mano tribes and Gio and Mano policemen who have 
been held for some time now? 


{Bowier] Most of these people were arrested for various 
reasons: fighting against the government, desertion, and 
not for their ethnic background. The government is only 
applying the rule. 


{Unidentified reporter] But if Taylor pressures the gov- 
ernment not to bar the press from covering the court 
martial of the three officers, will you still allow the »ress 
to cover it ? 


{Bowier] As minister of information, | am not aware of 
the fact that the press has been barred. I have just learned 
it from you. | did not say that the press has been barred 
nor did I say it should be barred. 


[Unidentified reporter] “Government continues to 
assure the people of Liberia, including foreign residents 
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that government will provide maximum security. We 
sull hear of reports of people running to newspaper 
offices in tears, especially Gio and Mano people that 
their relatives had been taken away. One of the recent 
cases 1s the one involving a security officer employed 
with the Ministry of Education identified as Koukpo 
Dolan who was taken away yesterday at | PM [1300 
GMT] from his residence by soldiers.” How is govern- 
ment providing protection to its citizens? 


[Bowier] The Government of Liberia has said over and 
over, if there are people being harassed by soldiers they 
should inform the government. Now, these soldiers you 
are talking about, whom you said took a man away from 
his house, they should be reported on to the Military 
Police headquarters or Defense Ministry, or people 
should come for the minister of information who will call 
the defense minister. Report the incident so that it can be 
followed up. We are determined to do something about 
this. ““Do you know that there are people in this town, 
who are not government officials who have money to pay 
organized people to go around and get anything. It is 
happening.” [end recording] 


Army Officers’ Murder Trial Begins 19 June 


AB1906203790 Paris AFP in English 1306 GMT 
19 Jun 90 


[Text] Monrovia, June |9 (AFP)}—Three army officers 
went on trial Tuesday before a court-martial for the 
murder of a mayor and three other people when Liberian 
troops were searching for rebels of the National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia (NPLF). 


Major Henry Johnson and Lieutenants Andrew Gaye 
and Arthur Nyendo are accused of executing R. Vanjah 
Richards and three others in the small town of Clay 
Ashland near here on June 5 and were expected to take 
the stand later Tuesday in their own defense after 
civilian lawyers refused to represent them. 


The three had asked permission to hire civilian lawyers, but 
a Defense Ministry statement Tuesday said lawyers Wade 
Appeletoa and Raymond Horance refused to defend the 
accused for “professional and personal reasons”. 


Two state witnesses in the murder trial have told the court- 
martial the four victims were executed on the orders of Maj. 
Johnson, the area commander of Clay Ashland. 


Sergeant Daniel Dahn and Private Charles Clarke told 
the court Maj. Johnson ordered the troops to move into 
Clay Ashland in search of rebels. The soldiers found no 
rebels, but Maj. Johnson ordered the arrests of the 
victims and subsequent executions. 


“Maj. Johnson threatened to execute the junior officers 
if they failed to carry out his order. And so the men were 
killed on his orders”, the witnesses said. 


Meanwhile, residents of Clay Ashland, some 14 miles 
(24 kms) from here, have fled the area and sought refuge 
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in Monrovia or adjoining areas. Visiting journalists said 
Clay Ashland has become “a ghost town with only cattle 
living there’. 


Many buildings including a church were barricaded up 
and some houses had been looted. 


Meanwhile some 5,000 members of the Nigerian commu- 
nity in Liberia have said they have no intention of fleeing 
the country unless the situation “demands such a move”. 


The president of the Nigerian community Elias Duruh 
told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE Tuesday: “We have 
lived with the people of this country in good times. We 
must also live with them in hard times like these.” 


NPFL rebels are reported within a few miles of the 
capital in their bid to overthrow President Samuel Doe 
and hundreds of foreigners have already fled the country. 
Peace talks between rebels and government officials held 
in Freetown in neighbouring Sierra Leone ended at the 
weekend without agreement on a ceasefire. 


Senegal 


Casamance Separatists Launch Attack, Wound Nine 


AB2006141290 Paris AFP in English 1402 GMT 
20 Jun 90 


[Text] Dakar, June 20 (AFP)}—Separatists in southern 
Senegal’s Casamance Province seriously wounded six 
civilians and slightly hurt three members of the security 
forces overnight near Ziguinchor, state radio said 
Wednesday. 


The separatists launched an attack with automatic 
weapons and hand grenades as security forces were 
conducting checks on road traffic, the radio reported. 


The radio added that the raid by separatists of the 
banned Movement of Democratic Forces of Casamance 
(MFDC) took place in the early hours at Boutout village, 
two kilometres (about a mile) from Ziguinchor, the 
provincial capital. 


Further on Separatist Attack 


AB20006153490 Paris AFP in English 1521 GMT 
20 Jun 90 


[Text] Dakar, June 20 (AFP)—Separatists in southern 
Senegal’s Casamance province wounded nine people, six 
seriously, in a night-time raid with machine-guns and 
hand grenades, state radio reported Wednesday. 


Guerrillas of the banned Movement of Democratic 
Forces of Casamance (MFDC) attacked security forces 
monitoring traffic in Boutout village, two kilometres 
(about a mile) from Ziguinchor, the provincial capital, 
early Wednesday. 
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The six badly hurt were all civilians, while three mem- 
bers of the security forces were also injured, the radio 
said. Unconfirmed reports said one of the raiders was 
also wounded. 


In a sweep of the area, troops later found leaflets hostile 
to the region’s new military governor, General Amadou 
Abdoulaye Dieng, and warning villagers not to harbour 
soldiers, according to the unconfirmed reports. 


They also found automatic weapons and unused grenades. 


The state security court recently charged some 40 mem- 
bers of the MFDC with being “instigators, commanders, 
perpetrators or accomplices” of raids that have left about 
10 dead and more than 100 injured since April 21. 


The shadowy Casamance separatist movement emerged 
in some strength in 1982, largely among the local Diola 
tribe, and a number of MFDC leaders were detained 
without trial. A demonstration in Zinguinchor in 1983 
was violently put down. 


A suspected MFDC leader, Father Diamacoune Senghor, 
was charged on Tuesday, according to Wednesday's edition 
of the pro-government daily LE SOLEIL, which warned that 
threatening national security was a capital offence. 


The priest has already served a five-year jail term given him 
in 1983 for belonging to the separatist movement. 


LE SOLEIL also reported the arrest Sunday in connection 
with the Casamance investigation of Ankiling Diabone, 
African judo champion in 1982, 1983 and 1986 and gold 
medalist at the African games in Nairobi in 1987. 


Customs Officers Killed 


AB2106075090 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 20 Jun 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Trouble has boiled up again in the Senegalese 
province of Casamance. It is in the remote southwest of 
Senegal and it is separated from the rest of the country 
and from the capital, Dakar, by the Gambia and by the 
Gambia River. For years, Casamance separatists have 
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been active in the region. There has been a lengthy lull. 
But in the past two months, government forces have 
sustained eight attacks in eight different locations with a 
total of 10 deaths including civilians and there are fears 
that it could brew up into a civil war. From Banjul in the 
Gambia, Babacar Gueye faxed us this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording} The attacks began on 
the 28th of April in the Casamance village of Seleti when 
two customs officers were killed. Senegalese security offi- 
cials initially blamed Gambian smugglers for the deaths 
but the story had to be changed when Senegalese forces 
arrested one alleged separatist in connection with the 
shootings. Seven other attacks have taken place in the 
Casamance regional capital, Ziguinchor, and the villages of 
(?Gaol), (Gnadiou), (Laki), Djibonker, and (Bendiona), the 
second capital of the Casamance Region. The latest attack 
took place last night, according to Senegal’s official radio 
monitored here this afternoon. The report said separatists 
using automatic rifles and grenades, attacked the security 
checkpoint near a bridge in the Boutout District of Casa- 
mance. Nine people, including civilians, were severely 
injured in the attack. The report said the separatists left 
leaflets at the site of the attack threatening the newly 
appointed governor of Casamance, General Amadou 
Abdoulaye Dieng. General Dieng has vowed to eliminate 
the separatists but last night's attack, in which his forces 
failed to capture even one of the attackers, proves that this 
will not be an easy task. 


Any campaign against the separatists is likely to be made 
more difficult for Gen. Dieng and President Abdou 
Diouf's governmeni by currently poor relations with 
almost all of Senegal’s immediate neighbors, specifically, 
Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania and the Gambia. Observers 
believe that separatists may receive some form of sup- 
port and encouragement from these countries, particu- 
larly, Guinea-Bissau and Mauritania. Besides this, Sene- 
gal’s vocal opposition parties will watch the separatists 
action with keen interest. If they were to decide to 
exploit the situation, things could become much more 
difficult for the government. So far, 40 alleged separat- 
ists, including their supposed leader, Archbishop Diama- 
coune, have been arrested in the Casamance and a 
further 10 people have been detained in Senegal’s cap- 
ital, Dakar. [end recording] 
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